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SI Council Resolution on
Nagorno Karabakh (Artsakh)

The Socialist International supports the
negotiations between Armenia and Azerbaijan
aimed at signing a peace agreement. To contribute
to the establishment of peace and stability in the region such an agreement should be
reached without the use of force or the threat of force, based on international law and
diplomatic practice. including a commitment to an internationally sponsored peaceful
process towards a final political settlement of the Nagorno Karabakh issue and the full
realization of the fundamental rights and security of the people of Nagorno Karabakh
on their ancestral territory.

In line with our long-standing principled policy regarding the Nagorno Karabakh issue
and the conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan, and considering the 17 November
2023 provisional measure by the International Court of Justice ordering Azerbaijan to
“ensure that persons who have left Nagorno Karabakh after 19 September 2023 and who
wish to return to Nagorno Karabakh are able to do so in a safe, unimpeded and
expeditious manner;” and “are free from the use of force or intimidation that may cause
them to flee;” we reiterate our call:
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Stepanyan & Beglaryan
Represent the Artsakh People’s
Interests and Aspirations on
Capitol Hill

Republic of Artsakh (Nagorno Karabakh) Human
Rights Defender (Ombudsman) Gegham Stepanyan and former State Minister Artak
Beglaryan represented the Artsakh people’s inalienable rights, national interests, and
democratic aspirations at a Capitol Hill briefing featuring powerful remarks by
Representatives Brad Sherman (D-CA) and James Costa (D-CA), and organized by the
Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA).

“We are here to demand the right of safe return of Artsakh’s refugees to their homes,
homes that in many cases have been occupied by their families for hundreds and
hundreds of years,” stated Rep. Sherman, who urged the enforcement of Section 907
restrictions on U.S. aid to Azerbaijan, sanctioning the Aliyev regime for the ethnic
cleansing of Artsakh. Citing President Aliyev’s escalating rhetoric claiming Armenia’s
capital Yerevan is Azerbaijani territory, Rep. Sherman urged the Biden Administration
to provide defensive military weapons to Armenia, “to avoid the next tragedy, which is
being planned in Baku.” Rep. Sherman concluded his remarks, with a message to
President Aliyev, who claims that his main enemies are the Armenians of the world.
“Well, I have news for you, Mr. Aliyev. Your main enemies are every person in the
world who believes in democracy, who believes in human rights, and who believes in
justice.”

Condemning Azerbaijan’s ethnic cleansing of Artsakh, Rep. Costa noted, “We must do
more” to provide US humanitarian assistance to Artsakh’s forcibly displaced population
through the foreign aid supplemental currently under consideration. “We must hold the
Azerbaijan government responsible for not only the ethnic cleansing but the cultural
genocide that they continue to attempt to implement as part of a systematic effort that
has long been the history of Azerbaijan and their attitude toward the Armenian people
and the culture and the religion. The threats that Azerbaijan is now making toward
Armenia, I believe, are serious and real, and therefore should be treated as such,” stated
Rep. Costa. He also called for concrete US action to secure the return of Artsakh leaders
and Armenian POWs illegally held hostage by Azerbaijan.
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Senators Ed Markey (D-MA) and Bill Cassidy (R-LA) have introduced a bipartisan
resolution requesting a report on Azerbaijan’s human rights practices pursuant to
Section 502B(c) of the Foreign Assistance Act. The resolution requests information from
the State Department on Azerbaijan’s human rights abuses both within the country, as
well as during its sustained military assault against Nagorno-Karabakh (Artsakh) that
last year resulted in the ethnic cleansing of its entire indigenous Armenian population.
Senators Marco Rubio (R-FL), Gary Peters (D-MI), Elizabeth Warren (D-MA), Sheldon
Whitehouse (D-RI), Bob Menendez (D-NJ) and Peter Welch (D-VT) have joined as
original cosponsors.

The Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA) has launched a nationwide
action campaign urging Senators to cosponsor and work toward passage of the Markey-
Cassidy 502B legislation. To take action, visit: https://anca.org/502B “The need to hold
Azerbaijan’s government accountable and forge a peaceful path forward is long
overdue,” said Senator Markey. “Military action has never been the solution to peace
and stability in Nagorno-Karabakh. This resolution puts pressure on Azerbaijan’s
government to uphold human rights and stop committing crimes against ethnic
Armenians in the region. We must protect the will, the rights, and the bedrock
freedoms of the people of Nagorno-Karabakh.”
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Stepanyan and Beglaryan
Advocate for Rights and Safe

Return of Artsakh’s Armenians

Republic of Artsakh (Nagorno Karabakh) Human
Rights Defender (Ombudsman) Gegham Stepanyan
and former State Minister Artak Beglaryan
concluded a two-week advocacy mission to Washington, DC that called on U.S.
Congressional leaders, Administration officials, and a broad array of faith-based and
human rights groups to hold Azerbaijan accountable for the genocide against Artsakh’s
150,000 indigenous Armenian Christians and to provide support to refugees as
mechanisms are explored to ensure their safe return to the homes from which they
were forcibly displaced.

The Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA) joined with Stepanyan and
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Beglaryan in over 60 meetings and briefings with Congressional offices, coinciding with
the introduction of two resolutions that would cut military aid to Azerbaijan’s genocidal
regime, holding Azerbaijan accountable for its crimes. In the Senate, Senators Ed
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Markey (D-MA) and Bill Cassidy (R-LA) introduced a bipartisan resolution (S.Res.540)
that would require the State Department to provide a detailed description of widely
documented human rights abuses perpetrated by Azerbaijan, pursuant to Section
502B(c) of the Foreign Assistance Act, which could block all military aid to the
genocidal Aliyev regime.

U.S. Representative Mike Lawler (R-NY) was joined by Congressional Armenian Caucus
Co-Chairs Frank Pallone (D-NJ) and Gus Bilirakis (R-FL) and House Foreign Affairs
Committee member Gabe Amo (D-RI) in introducing the House counterpart (H.R.7288)
of the Senate’s unanimously-adopted “Armenian Protection Act,” (S.3000), which would
block US security aid to Azerbaijan for two years.
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ANCA Calls for Passage of
Lawler-Pallone-Bilirakis-Amo
Bill to Stop Military Aid to

Azerbaijan

Congressman Michael Lawler (R-NY) joined with a
bipartisan group of Armenian Caucus colleagues in introducing the “Armenian
Protection Act” (H.R.7288) — a bill, strongly supported by the Armenian National
Committee of America (ANCA), aimed at stopping U.S. military aid to Azerbaijan. Its
Senate counterpart (S.3000), spearheaded by Senator Gary Peters (D-MI), was adopted
unanimously last year.

The ANCA has launched a nationwide grassroots action campaign — anca.org/Lawler —
to expand Congressional support and fast-track consideration of the Armenian
Protection Act (H.R.7288).Representative Lawler co-authored this legislation with
Armenian Caucus Co-Chairs Frank Pallone (D-NJ) and Gus Bilirakis (R-FL) and fellow
first-term legislator Gabe Amo (D-RI). If and when adopted and enacted into law, the
Lawler-Pallone-Bilirakis-Amo Bill will tighten the existing statute restricting U.S. aid to
Azerbaijan — Section 907 of the FREEDOM Support Act — substantively limiting the
authority of the President to waive its full enforcement.

“For decades U.S. Presidents have recklessly waived statutory restrictions on military
aid to Azerbaijan’s authoritarian regime — materially aiding and morally emboldening
both its 2023 ethnic-cleansing of Artsakh and its ongoing illegal occupation of
Armenian territory,” said ANCA Executive Director Aram Hamparian. “We thank
Representatives Lawler, Pallone, Bilirakis, and Amo for their principled leadership in
restoring long-overdue Congressional oversight of military assistance to Azerbaijan. We
stand behind this and other legislative initiatives — from Section 907 and 502B-related
measures to Magnitsky and Leahy sanctions — to hold Azerbaijan’s Aliyev regime
accountable for its violations of international law,” concluded Hamparian.
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Senator Rand Paul Seeks to
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Block Biden Sale of F-16s to
Turkey

SEN. PAUL LEADS RESOLUTION
WA ST Senator Rand Paul, a Kentucky Republican serving

on the Foreign Relations Committee, has
M introduced legislation to block President Biden’s
ANCA.ORG/F16 AN proposed sale of U.S. F-16 fighter jets to Turkey, a

move strongly supported by the Armenian
National Committee of America (ANCA).
The ANCA is urging nationwide grassroots outreach to Senators through its online
portal at https://anca.org/F16
The Paul Resolution, a privileged measure entitled to an up-or-down vote of the full
U.S. Senate, would prohibit a broad array of weapons systems, in addition to the
pending sale of F-16s. The resolution’s predicate is Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export
Control Act (AECA) of 1976.
“Turkey is today a NATO ally in name only — an increasingly hostile state that
undermines our American interests, attacks our regional allies, and rejects our
democratic values,” said ANCA Executive Director Aram Hamparian. “President Biden
shouldn’t ship Ankara a single bullet, much less one of our most advanced weapons
systems — arms that will surely be deployed against Greeks, Cypriots, Kurds, and
Armenians — as they were during Azerbaijan’s 2020 attack on Artsakh.”
Senator Paul’s joint resolution of disapproval would help reassert Congress’ crucial
oversight role over arms sales, and force a long-overdue public conversation about the
U.S.-Turkey relationship. Extensive civil society reporting and successive State
Department reports document that Turkey is not statutorily eligible for either U.S.
security assistance or military sales. This measure would bring actual Administration
policy into alignment with U.S. law.
Text Link

ANC A WeStem Region ANCA WESTERN REGION | BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Announces New Board of

Directors

Earlier today, the Armenian National Committee

of America-Western Region (ANCA-WR) announced its newly elected Board of
Directors, consisting of eleven dedicated advocates devoted to the advancement of Hay
Tahd priorities.

“We are proud to announce the election of an outstanding group of Hye Tahd advocates
and experts to the ANCA Western Region Board of Directors,” said Sarkis Balkhian,
ANCA WR Executive Director. “Under the leadership of Oshin Harootoonian, ANCA
Western Region is perfectly positioned to address the national challenges it faces in
Armenia, Artsakh, and across the Western United States.”

The 2024 ANCA Western Region Board of Directors, which is tasked with setting the
policies, procedures, and goals of the largest and most influential grassroots Armenian-
American advocacy organization in the Western United States, is comprised of the
following Board of Directors:
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Michigan Armenians Vote

“Uncommitted” Protesting
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President Biden’s Genocidal
Policy in Artsakh

— “Joe Biden made his choice — arming

N DEMOCRATIC . : ‘
il Azerbaijan’s genocide of Armenians. Today, we

PRIMARY BALLOT
made ours — holding him accountable for enabling
this crime.” — Dzovinar Hatsakordzian, ANCA
National Board Member and Michigan Voter

A record number of Armenian Americans cast
“uncommitted” votes in Michigan’s Democratic
presidential primary today as a protest against
President Joe Biden’s complicity in Azerbaijan’s genocide of Artsakh’s indigenous
Armenians, reported the Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA).

“Joe Biden made his choice — arming Azerbaijan’s genocide of Armenians. Today, we
made ours — holding him accountable for enabling this crime,” stated ANCA National
Board Member and Michigan leader Dzovinar Hatsakordzian. “We are proud to have
done our part, delivering record-level Armenian voter turnout that helped drive a
strong state-wide showing for the ‘uncommitted’ campaign.”

Hatsakodordzian, in an op/ed published in The Armenian Weekly earlier this month,
shared the litany of reasons why Michigans Armenians cast “uncommitted” ballots,
including:

— Biden materially armed and morally emboldened Azerbaijan’s genocide of Artsakh.

— Biden has refused to condemn Azerbaijan’s crimes. He conducts business as usual
with its genocidal government, and he refuses to enforce sanctions against its leaders.
— Biden sent zero aid to Artsakh prior to Azerbaijan’s blockade and has sent almost no
aid to the refugees created by Azerbaijan’s aggression.

— Biden blocked United Nations initiatives to condemn Azerbaijan and has, post-
genocide, failed to lead, introduce, or even support U.N. resolutions to enable the safe
return of Armenians to Artsakh under an international mandate.

— Biden has opposed each and every congressional measure aimed at holding Azerbaijan
accountable, supporting Artsakh refugees, or securing the release of Armenian POWs.
— Biden approved the sale of F-16s to Turkey, even though Turkey illegally deployed
these advanced fighters to Azerbaijan during its 2020 attack.
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the International Olympic
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against Azerbaijan’s
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Fe e participation in the Olympic
Games — Paris 2024

The “Europeans for Artsakh” movement has sent a letter to the President of the
International Olympic Committee (IOC) concerning Azerbaijan’s participation in the
2024 Summer Olympic Games in Paris and has called on the IOC to undertake concrete
measures. The letter was also sent to the French National Olympic Committee, the
French Olympic Games Organising Committee, the City of Paris, the President of the
French Republic and the Minister for Sport and the Olympic and Paralympic Games.
Referring to the ongoing conflict and the ethnic cleansing committed by Azerbaijan
against the indigenous Armenian population of Nagorno-Karabakh/Artsakh, the
“Europeans for Artsakh” movement has urged the IOC to ban Azerbaijan from being
represented as a state at the forthcoming Olympic Games and to allow Azerbaijani
athletes to compete only under a neutral banner. This call comes in the wake of
Azerbaijan’s genocidal policy and ethnic cleansing in Nagorno-Karabakh/Artsakh,
which led to the forced displacement of 120,000 Armenians from their ancestral lands
and homeland in September 2023.

Only the French National Olympic Committee replied to the letter, acknowledging the
situation and indicating that its position was in line with that of the French government
and its diplomatic efforts, while stating: “we cannot remain insensitive to such a
catastrophe.”
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“We need tangible steps from
the EU”
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EAFJDs’ comment on the recent the EP resolutions
with provisions on Nagorno Karabakh and the
Republic of Armenia

During its Plenary session on 28 February the
European Parliament (EP) adopted two annual
reports 2023: the report on the implementation of
the EU common foreign and security

policy (CFSP) as well as on the EU common defense and security policy (CSDP).
Initially the reports had been on the agenda on the EP Plenary on 16 January but the
vote had been postponed to February.

Both EP reports contain important provisions on the Nagorno Karabakh conflict, the
ethnic cleansing committed by Azerbaijan in Nagorno Karabakh, Azerbaijan’s
aggression towards the Republic of Armenia as well as the EU-Armenia relations.

The CFSP reports condemns, in the strongest terms, the pre-planned and unjustified
attack by Azerbaijan against the Armenians of Nagorno-Karabakh, calls on the
Azerbaijani authorities to allow the safe return of the Armenian population to Nagorno-
Karabakh and to offer solid guarantees regarding the protection of their rights. The
European Parliament also demands the protection of the Armenian cultural, historical
and religious heritage in Nagorno-Karabakh in line with UNESCO standards and
Azerbaijan’s international commitments, deplores the fact that Baku’s offensive
represented a gross violation of international law and human rights and a clear
infringement of the trilateral ceasefire statement of 9 November 2020 and of the
commitments that Azerbaijan made in the negotiations mediated by the EU.
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Australian Federal Liberal Party
Adopt National Armenian

Genocide Policy

BREAKING

The organisational wing of the Liberal Party of
Austiae Adopt National Australia has officially adopted a party policy that,
Armenian Genocide Policy among other things, condemns the genocide of the
Armenians, Assyrians and Greeks and calls for the
Commonwealth Government to officially recognise
the genocides, reported the Armenian National
Committee of Australia (ANC-AU).

The motion was spearheaded by the Young Liberal Movement of Australia President,
Mr Dimitry Chugg-Palmer, who was present at the 2023 Federal Council, the
organisational wing’s highest forum for debating Federal policies. Due to time
constraints, the motion was referred to the Liberal Party’s Advisory Committee on
Federal Policy in 2023, where an overwhelming number of attendees voted in favour of
the motion.

ANC-AU Executive Director Michael Kolokossian thanked Federal Young Liberal
President Dimitry Chugg-Palmer for his steadfast support and readiness to advance the
interests of Armenian-Australians.

“This is a mammoth step for recognition of the Armenian Genocide in Australia. Whilst
the views of the Federal Council are not binding on the party’s parliamentary wing, it
sends a clear and strong message to elected Liberal parliamentarians that the
organisation’s 80,000 members and over 2,000 branches believe the party should stand
on the right side of history and recognise the Armenian Genocide,” Kolokossian said.
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Armenian National Committee
of Australia Board Member

Gisele Kapterian to Run for


https://www.ancnews.info/?p=22097
https://www.ancnews.info/?p=22064

Federal Parliament

The Armenian National Committee of Australia
(ANC-AU) has welcomed the pre-selection of one
of its valued board members, Gisele Kapterian, who
will be running in the next Federal election as the
Liberal Candidate for the seat of North Sydney.
Kapterian has begun an extended leave of absence i NertionaiRuiiilgmbor G

to Run For Parliament
from her position on the ANC-AU National Board
as she campaigns for the seat ahead of the next
Federal election.
As an active member of the Armenian-Australian community and a dedicated advocate
for social justice and community empowerment, Kapterian brings a wealth of
experience and a passionate commitment to serving the people of North Sydney.
As a longstanding member of the ANC-AU Board and previous background as an
international lawyer and political staffer — including senior advisory roles for the
Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Trade, as well as Chief of Staff to a Federal Minister —
Kapterian has demonstrated exemplary leadership, talent and a deep understanding of
the issues facing her community and the broader Australian society.
The ANC-AU wishes Kapterian all the best for her campaign.
Kapterian, who was preselected in late 2023, said, “This part of the world is my home,
and I am honoured to be given the opportunity to fight for the people of North Sydney
and represent them in our nation’s parliament.”
Text Link

LATEST

Australian Federal
Parliamentarians Meet Former
Political Prisoner Held Captive
by Azerbaijan

Larest On 7-8 February 2024, Alexander Lapshin — the
Jewish-Ukrainian journalist and political prisoner

Australian Federal Parliamentarians Meet Former . .. .
Held Captive by previously held by Azerbaijan — met with over a

dozen Australian parliamentarians to expose the
real Azerbaijan, reported the Armenian National
Committee of Australia (ANC-AU).

Facilitated by the Armenian National Committee of Australia National Office, Lapshin,

who was held in solitary confinement in Azerbaijani prisons for seven months in 2017,
travelled to Australia to amplify the voices of Armenian prisoners currently held in
similar prisons across Azerbaijan.

The meetings were conducted during the first Federal parliamentary sitting in the
nation’s capital, Canberra, where Lapshin met with representatives from all major
political parties including Mr Jerome Laxale MP, Mr Josh Burns MP, Ms Sophie Scamps
MP, Ms Kylea Tink MP, Senator Jordon Steele-John, Senator Simon Birmingham,
Senator Hollie Hughes, Senator Maria Kovacic, Mr Michael Sukkar MP, Senator Claire
Chandler, Senator Andrew Bragg, Senator Linda Reynolds and Senator Dave Sharma.
The former political prisoner of the criminal petro-dictatorship of Azerbaijan also
shared an audience with representatives from the Australian Foreign Affairs Ministry
and the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT).

Lapshin, who is visiting Australia for the first time on official business, said, “The
purpose of my visit to Australia is to bring greater attention to the brutal treatment
faced by current political prisoners held by the Azerbaijani government and the ethnic
cleansing committed by Azerbaijan by speaking about my own personal experiences
with this criminal regime.”

ANC-AU Executive Director Michael Kolokossian thanked Lapshin on behalf of the



https://www.ancnews.info/?p=22129

Armenian-Australian community for visiting Australia and bringing much-needed
attention to the ongoing imprisonment of our compatriots.
Text Link

New South Wales
Parliament Adopts Motion

NSW PARLIAMENT . -
o Timiriiah Calllnq for Armen.lan
CALLINGFOR o Genocide Education and
ARMENIAN IS 4

GENOCIDE 28 Museum

EDUCATION The New South Wales Legislative Council has

AND MUSEUM

7 FEBRUARY, 2024

debated and unanimously passed a motion calling
on Australia's largest state's government to expand
Holocaust education to include the Armenian,
Assyrian and Greek Genocides and establish a
Museum to create further awareness, reported the Armenian National Committee of
Australia (ANC-AU).

The motion, presented to the Legislative Council in the last sitting week of 2023 by the
Hon. Chris Rath MLC, was debated on Wednesday 7th February 2024.

Members from across the political aisle spoke on the historic motion, including Hon
Daniel Mookhey MLC (ALP), Dr. Amanda Cohn MLC (GRNS), Hon Susan Carter

MLC (LIB), Hon Mark Buttigieg MLC (ALP), Hon. Jacqui Munro MLC (LIB), Hon.
Anthony D’Adam MLC (ALP), and Hon. Stephen Lawrence MLC (ALP).

In particular, powerful statements were made in support of expanding genocide
education to incorporate the Armenian, Assyrian and Greek genocide in the curriculum
and establish a museum to create awareness about the genocide, by Rath, Munro, Cater
and Buttigieg.

Rath, the youngest ever member of the NSW Legislative Council — appointed in March
2022 — said, “All of us as Australians—students and children—know a lot about the
Holocaust, and rightly so. Many, many years later I learnt about the Armenian, Assyrian
and Greek genocides. They are still not well known and not well taught, which is a very
sad thing and exactly what the motion is about.”

ANC-AU Executive Director, Michael Kolokossian welcomed the historic undertaking
by the NSW Upper House.

"The Armenian-Australian community thanks Mr. Rath and his colleagues in the
Legislative Council for ensuring New South Wales continues to lead the way after being
the first state legislature to recognise the Armenian Genocide and the Republic of
Artsakh," Kolokossian said. "The teaching of the darkest chapter of Armenian history is
the next step to ensuring we have a more vocal citizenry when future attempts to
exterminate our race — as we witnessed with the recent ethnic cleansing of Artsakh —

are attempted by criminal autocratic regimes."
Text Link
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