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RFK, Jr: “I will do everything
in my power to peacefully

restore Armenian sovereignty
of Artsakh”

U.S. Presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. once again pledged that his
administration would leverage U.S. power to restore Armenian sovereignty over
Artsakh and reunify Armenian lands, during a reception hosted by Armenian
community leaders and philanthropists Mike and Evelina Sarian in Southern California
this week, reported the Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA).

“One of the things that I won’t forget as President of the United States is the struggle of
Armenians for sovereignty, for dignity, for their right to reunify their country,
including Artsakh, which has been since 200 BC, has been the birthplace of the
Armenian people,” stated RFK, Jr. “And the fact that the world didn’t notice this rich
ethnic cleansing — this genocide — is really striking to me. But it’s something that I
intend to talk about and to continue talking about use my power as President of the
United States, to leverage the cooperation of nations within that region, to do
everything I can to peacefully reunite Armenia.”
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ANCA Welcomes Congressional
Scrutiny of Attacks on Jerusalem’s

Armenian Quarter

TO CONDEMN VIOLENT
U.S. House Foreign Affairs Committee member Joaquin gﬁsﬁﬁéﬁgf
Castro (D-TX) hosted a Congressional briefing last week R
calling attention to escalating attacks by developers
seeking to seize land from Jerusalem’s sacred Armenian Quarter to build luxury hotels, reported
the Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA).
“We want to thank Representative Castro for shining a much-needed Congressional spotlight
on the escalation of violent attacks against Jerusalem’s Armenian Quarter — a central pillar of

Christendom, a true treasure for all faith traditions,” said ANCA Executive Director Aram

ANCA.ORG
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https://www.ancnews.info/?p=21765

Hamparian. “It was encouraging to see such a broad array of legislators represented in this
comprehensive Capitol Hill briefing on the legal, political, and spiritual aspects of this crisis.”
The January 5th briefing featured testimony from Daniel Seidemann, a globally respected
Israeli lawyer and expert on Jerusalem; Hagop Djernazian, a leader of the Save The ArQ
Movement defending the rights of the Jerusalem Armenian Quarter; and Karnig Kerkonian, a
prominent U.S.-based attorney representing the community in the ongoing legal dispute over
the land.
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ANCA Leadership Calls for
Concrete Steps to Sanction

Azerbaijan and Support
Artsakh’s Rights

Armenian National Committee of America
(ANCA) leaders rallied Congressional support to reverse Azerbaijan’s genocide of
Artsakh Armenians and defend Armenia’s security during policy-level consultations
this week on Capitol Hill.

ANCA National Board members Aida Dimejian, Dzovinar Hamakorzian, and Ani
Tchaghlasian were joined by ANC Artsakh Executive Director Gev Iskajyan and ANCA
staff members Tereza Yerimyan and Alex Galitsky in meetings with Congressional
leaders throughout the week, with additional district meetings scheduled during
upcoming weeks. This first Capitol Hill fly-in of 2024 was timed as Congress begins
writing the Fiscal Year 2025 Foreign Aid Bill and Fiscal Year 2025 National Defense
Authorization Act (NDAA). The ANCA is calling for support for Artsakh Genocide
survivors, enforcing Section 907 restrictions on U.S. security assistance to Azerbaijan,
and exploring additional Azerbaijan sanctions opportunities through White House and
Congressional action.
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CA Assemblymember Chris
Holden and ANCA Lead State
Capitol Salute to California-
Syunik Sister State

Relationship; Speak out for
Artsakh Justice

Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA) National and California leaders
joined State Assemblymember Chris Holden, pro-Armenian state legislators, and
Republic of Armenia National Assembly member Arthur Khachatryan at a State Capitol
program this week for the ceremonial signing of the California-Syunik sister-state
agreement established through passage of ACR 105. Legislators also praised the passage
of AJR 1, condemning Azerbaijan’s blockade and aggression against Artsakh,
demanding the immediate release of Armenian prisoners of war and top Artsakh
leaders, reaffirming Artsakh’s right to self-determination, and calling out Azerbaijan’s
hostile policies against Armenia.

The program was organized by Assemblymember Holden and the ANCA, with the
support of the California Legislative Armenian Caucus Foundation.

Assemblymember Holden, who was the lead sponsor of ACR 105 and AJR 1, noted, “I
am here today with my fellow state representatives to reaffirm our ongoing
commitments to the Armenian community. It is crucial to acknowledge that, during
political unrest, united people will never fall.” Assemblymember Holden continued,
reflecting on the profound significance of ACR 105 and AJR 1, noting that “there is
power in our solidarity and there is even more when we acknowledge the wrongs
committed and urge for justice. We set precedent for the future with our action or
inaction, and today, we are creating long-lasting ties to thread forward a better
tomorrow.”
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Armenia National Assembly
Member Arthur Khachatryan
Raises Artsakh’s Return,
Armenia’s Security, Azerbaijani
Accountability in Capitol Hill

Policy Discussions

Armenian National Assembly Member Arthur Khachatryan advanced Artsakh’s rights,
Armenian security, and Azerbaijani accountability in a series of meetings with senior
U.S. Senators and Representatives, reported the Armenian National Committee of
America (ANCA).

Khachatryan, who serves on the Armenia-USA Parliamentary Friendship Group, was
joined by the ANCA Government Affairs Director Tereza Yerimyan in his
Congressional policy briefings.

In meetings with Senators John Fetterman (D-PA), Markwayne Mullin (R-OK), and
Gary Peters (D-MI), Khachatryan noted that without clear sanctions against Azerbaijan
for the genocide committed against Artsakh’s 150,000 indigenous Armenians, the
Aliyev regime will continue escalating its aggression. Azerbaijani troops currently
occupy sovereign Armenian territory in the provinces of Syunik, Vayots Dzor, and
Gegharkunik. Aliyev is challenging the internationally recognized borders of Armenia,
is threatening to force a corridor through Syunik to secure a land connection with
Turkey, and is pressuring Armenia to make changes to its constitution.
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SUROPEANS +7 ,
FOR ARTSAKH *

The Movement “Europeans for

Rl Artsakh” Mobilizes Across
27M/28™ JANUARY 2024

Europe on 27-28 January

The movement “Europeans for Artsakh” organizes
events in support of the indigenous Armenian
population of Artsakh/ Nagorno-Karabakh in over

FORARISA fifty cities of fourteen European countries on 27
and 28 January, namely in Austria, Belgium,

Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, France, Germany, Greece, Romania, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland, the Netherlands, and the United Kingdom.
Citizens of European countries will join forces through diverse actions and gatherings to

S
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call on their national and the EU leadership to:

1. Clearly and unequivocally condemn Azerbaijan’s ethnic cleansing and
genocidal policy towards the indigenous Armenian population of
Artsakh/Nagorno-Karabakh.

2. Impose individual targeted sanctions against the military-political
leadership of Azerbaijan involved in the illegal blockade of the Lachin
corridor, ceasefire violations, the attack on 19-20 September, and the ethnic
cleansing of the indigenous Armenian population of Artsakh/Nagorno-
Karabakh.

3. Utilize all available leverage to compel Azerbaijan to immediately and
unconditionally release all Armenian captives, civilian hostages, prisoners
of war since 27 September 2020, as well as the political and military
leadership of Artsakh /Nagorno-Karabakh abducted since the end of
September 2023.

4. Contribute to the establishment of tangible international security
guarantees, enabling the indigenous Armenian population of Artsakh
/Nagorno-Karabakh to exercise their inalienable right to return to their
homeland, along with providing Artsakh /Nagorno-Karabakh an
internationally guaranteed status of self-governance supporting this right.

5. Apply effective pressure on Azerbaijan to exclude any form of aggression
towards the Republic of Armenia and any action endangering Armenia’s

sovereignty.
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ANCC Statement on Possible

Lifting of Arms Embargo on S

Turkey NO ARMS T
TURKEY &
The Armenian National Committee of Canada AZERBAIJAN

expresses deep concern over recent reports

suggesting that Canada may lift its arms embargo

on Turkey as part of a larger deal to appease the

Turkish regime in exchange for approval of

Sweden’s accession to NATO. This potential move

is particularly troubling in light of Canada’s recent history with arms exports to Turkey.
Despite Global Affairs Canada imposing a moratorium on arms sales to Turkey in
October 2019, Canada allowed the export of L3Harris/WESCAM drone technology to
Ankara in the spring of 2020. Disturbingly, substantial evidence confirmed Turkey’s
illegal diversion of this equipment to Azerbaijan after Azerbaijan invaded the Republic
of Artsakh in September 2020, which later resulted in Canada cancelling the relevant
permits. This diversion, in violation of Turkey’s contractual obligations with Canada,
resulted in the illegal use of Canadian-made WESCAM drone avionics by Azerbaijan
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against civilians in Artsakh.

Canada must not be complicit in Turkish-Azerbaijani war crimes by contributing to the
expansion of their military arsenals. The sale of such weaponry to rogue states violates
Canada’s arms export regulations, posing a significant risk to domestic and regional
stability. In line with Canada’s stated priorities of preserving regional peace and security
and protecting human rights, Ottawa must go beyond cancellations and implement a
comprehensive ban on arms sales to Ankara, rather than lifting them.
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ANCC Statementt on the Lifting

of Canada’s Arms Embargo on

Turkey

Today, the Armenian National Committee of

Canada issued a statement condemning the T

decision by the Canadian government to lift its ON THE LIFTING OF CANADA'S
long-standing arms embargo on Turkey. ARMS EMBAR;O ON TURKEY

“The Armenian National Committee of

Canada (ANCC) condemns the recent decision by the Government of
Canada to lift its longstanding arms embargo on Turkey. This decision has
raised alarming concerns within the Armenian-Canadian community, as it
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compromises Canada’s commitment to human rights, international
security, and justice.

“Despite Global Affairs Canada imposing a moratorium on arms sales to
Turkey in October 2019, the government allowed the export of
L3Harris/WESCAM drone technology to Ankara in the spring of 2020.
Following Azerbaijan’s declaration of war against the Republic of Artsakh
in September 2020, substantial evidence confirmed Turkey’s illegal
diversion of the equipment to Azerbaijan, in violation of its contractual
obligations with Canada and resulting in the illegal use of Canadian-made
WESCAM drone avionics by Azerbaijan against civilians in Artsakh. As a
result of an internal investigation and parliamentary scrutiny, the
government subsequently moved to cancel all relevant export permits to
Turkey in April 2021.
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UK House of Lords Committee
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holds hearing on Nagorno
Karabakh and Armenia-

Azerbaijan relations

The International Relation and Defence
Committee of House of Lords held a hearing on Nagorno-Karabakh and Armenia-
Azerbaijan relations on January 10. During the hearing, Thomas de Waal and Marina
Nagai were invited to give their independent opinions questions raised by the House of
Lords committee peers.

The Armenian National Committee of UK participated in the hearing with the presence
of its Chairperson Annette Moskofian. Previously, ANC-UK sent briefings to be
distributed to the committee members on War crimes, Ethnic Cleansing and Genocide,
Destruction of Cultural and Religious heritage and POWs and illegal abductees. ANC-
UK also asked Luis Moreno Ocampo, Lemkin Institute, the Tatoyan Foundation, the
Etchmiadzin, HART and Global Witness to submit reports to the committee ahead of
the session.

Text Link

<wj nwwnh Uhghu UWplGph gphwutlujwy

Zwy nuuih Uhohtt Uplik)ph
hwuduwjudph
hwjnwpwpnipiniup

znitujuiph 11ht Uppupununnipjut
dhowqquhtt puunuputnid Ukjuwpltght
Ququjh hwnjwénid ginuuwwbnipinia
hpwjwtwgutint ke Pupuybih nhu

‘ Zupujuiht Upphljuyh huygh junidutpp: Uh
owpp whnnmpjnibtp ubnwnjuy @nipphwb, hpkiug wewlgnipniut i hwynuky
Zuyupujujhtt Udphljugh twpupwdbntnipjutp:

Stnuuwwb Fnipphwt hpwynilp sniuh ginwuywinipinit hwigugnpénipju
Ubo Ubnuinnptint wy) ywhwnnipniuutpnh wyjuput dudwwly, puth o sh punniuby
hp wuwinwupwiwnynipniup Zwng ginuuwwinipjut Uke b sh hwinnighy huy
dnnnypnhi: Shnuuuwinipjut ndhpubkpt wudwdwbghh Gu:

A

o TR,
AT

e


https://www.ancnews.info/?p=21774

Utq hwdwp hwjuwuwpuybu quinuyupnbih b pk hiptuywonywbinipjub
yuwndwnwpwinpjudp bupwybih ginwuywb puy kpp ywwnbkuwnhugh dnnnypnh
nh, b pt’ wyy pugbph tundwdp Enipphuygh piuguinulub egluspp:
bupwybjh tjuwndwdp @nipphwh Yigwspp twbe Yunsd E, npnyhbwnbl pugh
nhywtwghwnwljwb funphpputipujut puykphg @nipphwt owpnibwlnud
Pupuybih htwn hp wpbuinpulju hwpupbpnipmitbbpp dunwlupupbng
unyuhul bpw pwtwyh Yuphpubpp:
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The Statemen of the ANC-
ME

Today, the International Court of Justice in The
Hague commenced discussions on the issue of
genocide raised by the Republic of South Africa
against the State of Israel. Several states, including
Turkey, have voiced their support for the South
African initiative.

However, it is imperative to note that Turkey lacks
the moral standing to accuse other states of
genocide until it acknowledges its responsibility for the Armenian Genocide and makes
reparations to the Armenian people. Genocide crimes are indisputably timeless.

Our standpoint is that Israel’s actions against the Palestinian people, justified under the
pretext of self-defense, are equally condemnable, as is Turkey’s denouncing attitude
towards these actions. Turkey’s stance towards Israel is hypocritical, evident in its

ongoing trade relations with Israel, including the supply of goods to the Israeli army.
Turkey’s critical and condemning statements against Israel’s behavior are further
undermined by its denial of the Armenian Genocide and its substantial support for
Azerbaijan’s genocidal activities against the Armenian people in Artsakh. Additionally,
Turkey persists in using force to infringe upon the rights of the Kurdish people and the

territorial integrity of its neighboring states.
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