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Members of Congress Press Biden to Send COVID-19
Vaccines to Armenia

A bipartisan group of U.S. Representatives led by
Central Valley California Congressman Jim Costa (D-
CA) has called on President Biden to send 5 million
doses of the COVID-19 vaccine to Armenia through the
global access (COVAX) program, citing the country’s low
vaccination rate and inadequate supply, an initiative
strongly supported by the Armenian National Committee
of America (ANCA).

In September 22nd letter to President Biden,
Representative Jim Costa, Anna Eshoo (D-CA), Frank
Pallone (D-NJ), Jackie Speier (D-CA), and David
Valadao (R-CA), wrote “Armenia, a country of less than
3 million people, is struggling to vaccinate its citizens.
Only about 5 percent of the population is fully-vaccinated
due to lack of adequate supply. . . The estimated 5 million doses needed to vaccinate the remainder of the
country are but a small fraction of the doses the United States pledged will be donated to other countries
through COVAX.”
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Senate Committee Calls for Continued U.S. Aid for Artsakh
Demining

The Senate Appropriations Committee called for ongoing
U.S. aid for Artsakh (Nagorno Karabakh) demining and
expressed concern about unrest in the Caucasus, in its
version the Fiscal Year 2022 foreign aid bill presented
Monday, reported the Armenian National Committee of e torcen Ae
America (ANCA). SENATE COMMITTEE
“The Committee recommends up to $2,000,000 for CALLS FOR CONTINUED
- . L U.S. AID FOR ARTSAKH
humanitarian demining and UXO clearance activities in DEMINING
areas affected by the 2020 fighting in the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict, subject to prior consultation with the
Committees on Appropriations,” stated the report
accompanying the Senate FY2022 foreign aid
measure. It went on to note that “the Committee remains
concerned with the protracted conflict between Armenia
and Azerbaijan, and requests the Secretary of State to consult with the Committees on Appropriations prior to
obligating assistance made available under title IV of the act for Armenia and Azerbaijan.”
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ANCA Calls for Congressional Investigation into State
Department Failures Related to Armenia and Artsakh

oy e The Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA) is e P
“THE DEMANDS : : ; RN B
FULL TRANSPARENCY, calllng on kgy commlttegs in the U._S. Senate ar.1d_ _I-.|ouse to A RO S
ACCOUNTABILITY, AND exercise their Congressional oversight responsibilities over the 4 AT
00D GOVERNANCE U.S. State Department and related agencies through
F";E'f,AT:stET:E investigations into system-wide failures of U.S. policy on U.S.-
NOTHING MORE Armenia bilateral and regional relations.
BUT SURELY “The ANCA demands full transparency, accountability and
NOTHING .
LESS.” good governance from the State Department, nothing more but
S surely nothing less,” said ANCA Chairman Raffi Hamparian. “It o ; :
AN is clear — from the State Department’s serious, system-wide T o ¥
ANCA.ORG failings prior to, during, and after Azerbaijan’s attack on Artsakh . ;o

— that Congress needs to conduct a deep-dive investigation —
shining a long overdue spotlight into this diplomatic disaster, holding those responsible to account.”
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ANCA Eastern Region Celebrates 15th Annual Gala in R
Philadelphia o

Hundreds of community leaders and grassroots
advocates from throughout the Eastern United States
gathered together at the 15th annual Armenian National
Committee of America Eastern Region’s Gala on
Saturday, October 23, 2021, at the Loews Philadelphia
Hotel to celebrate the year’s progress and honor those
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whose work significantly impacts the Armenian

Cause.

Michigan State Representative Mari Manoogian
presided over the gala which featured a cocktail
reception and silent auction that began at 6:30 p.m. and
dinner and an awards program at 7:30 pm. The region
honored long-time ANC of Pennsylvania activist
Andrew Kzirian with the ANCA Eastern Region Vahan
Cardashian Award, as well as internationally
recognized human rights attorney Siranush Sahakyan
and Conan O’Brien’s Executive Assistant Sona
Movsesian with ANCA Eastern Region Freedom
Awards. Other honorees included Philadelphia 6ABC Action News Reporter Katie Katro with the inaugural
Excellence In Media Award and the region’s summer interns Lori Baronian (New Jersey), Tvene Baronian (New
Jersey) and Aram Brunson (Massachusetts) who participated in the regional internship program and the ANCA
Leo Sarkisian Internship Program participants Mari Bijimenian (New York), Anais Boyajian (New Jersey) and
Garen Meguerditchian (Massachusetts) in Washington, DC.
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Coalition Calls on Congress to Block U.S. F-16 Sales to
Turkey

=y, = e = - A coalition of ethnic, faith-based, and civic groups
#,JN UU E’Tls F'n R]Tlu R KE’Y’ representing Americans from across the nation are
calling on Senate leaders — and working with U.S.
Representatives — to enforce U.S. sanctions on Turkey
and block Erdogan’s request to purchase 40 F-16
fighters and 80 F-16 modernization kits.
In a recent letter to Senate Foreign Relations Committee

“ACCESS)TO). ‘ YSTEMS;- and Armed Services Committee Chairmen and Ranking
INCLUDING, URGRADED, F=16S; - 1S A\ PRIVILEGE: THAT: Members Bob Menendez (D-NJ), Jack Reed (D-RI), Jim
TURKEY: MUST EA A RIGHT, T

1S Ew!!-' ITLED: ""-.Aﬁhﬂm - Risch (R-IP), and .Jim Inhofe (R-.OK), representati\./es of
the Hellenic American Leadership Council, Armenian
@HALC @ANCA - #ES: HAF 24 National Committee of America, American Friends of
Kurdistan, Hindu American Foundation, and Middle East
Forum shared their concerns about “national security
risks posed to the United States by Turkey’s dramatic turn away from the Western alliance and our norms of
democracy and the rule of law.”
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Canadian defence company bankrupted due to arms embargo
against Turkey

A Canadian defence company has gone bankrupt due
to an arms embargo Ottawa imposed on Turkey in
response to Ankara’s military operations

in Syria and Azerbaijan.

Telemus Systems Inc filed for bankruptcy last August
because it lost its primary customer, Turkish Aerospace
Industries (TAl), following an arms embargo imposed
by the Canadian government in 2020, according to a
report prepared by the trustee KPMG Inc.

The company was selling a wide array of electronic
intelligence and electronic support systems to the
Turkish customer for a military drone known as TAI
Anka.

“Despite the company’s repeated attempts to reach a resolution with Global Affairs Canada, including
explaining the material adverse impact on the company’s financial situation and solvency, the company’s
Turkish export permits remained suspended,” the report said. “As a result of the government sanctions, the
company was no longer able to generate any revenue."
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Canada must be firm with Turkish dictator Erdogan

Last week, Turkish dictator, Recep Tayyip Erdogan once again
demonstrated his short-sightedness by instigating a diplomatic row
with Canada and nine other western countries by threatening to
expel their envoys, following their joint call to release the arbitrarily
detained Turkish philanthropist and human rights activist, Osman
Kavala.

Without being convicted, Kavala, 64, has been in prison since
October 2017. An unfortunate victim of Turkey’s deeply corrupt and
politicized judicial system, Kavala has been a strong voice for the
voiceless in Turkey. Throughout his philanthropic career, Kavala has
been an advocate for Armenians, Kurds and other oppressed ethnic
minorities, while being a strong proponent for social justice and

much needed political reform in Turkey.
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EAFJD President Kaspar Karampetian: “Osman Kavala’s
arrest is politically motivated”

The European Armenian Federation for Justice and
Democracy (EAFJD) is deeply concerned about the
recent arrest of human rights activist and intellectual
Osman Kavala in Turkey. Kavala was detained on 18
October at Ataturk International airport in Istanbul and
has been held in detention ever since.

Osman Kavala is one of the most prominent figures of
Turkey’s civil society and is a committed activist,
promoting cultural and intellectual dialogue for peace
and reconciliation. He is a close friend of the Turkish-
Armenian journalist Hrant Dink’s family and has been actively fighting for a fair trial on Dink’s murder. On April
24, 2016, Osman Kavala visited the Armenian Genocide Memorial in Yerevan and paid tribute to the memory

S

S
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of the innocent victims.
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Joel Fitzgibbon MP Calls for Public Condemnation of
Belligerent Azerbaijan in Australian Parliament

Gl S Australia’s former Defence Minister, the Hon. Joel
b & LATEST Fitzgibbon MP has risen in the Parliament’s Federation
WE “ Chamber calling on Australia to publicly condemn
Azerbaijan’s belligerent actions and war crimes on the
first anniversary of the 2020 Artsakh (Nagorno
Karabakh) War, reported the Armenian National
Committee of Australia.

Joel Fitzgibbon MP Calls for Public Condemnation The Federal Member for Hunter, who is Co-Convenor
of Belligerent Azerbaijan in Australian Parliament of the Armenia-Australia Inter-Parliamentary Union
LT (Friendship Group/Caucus) and a member of the

Australian Friends of Artsakh network, made his
important comments as part of an address in Australia’s Parliament on 25th October 2021.
Fitzgibbon highlighted the efforts undertaken by Armenian-Australians to raise awareness about Azerbaijan’s
Turkish-backed aggression and called on Australia to take action.
“Armenian-Australians have joined the diaspora around the world in calling for the international community to
call out Azerbaijan to stop their belligerent activities. Australia should do just that,” Fitzgibbon said.
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An interview with ALC Chairman Kenneth Hachikian

Armenian Legal Center for Justice & Human Rights, in agreement
with ICLaw — Armenia is working hard to support legal action before the
European Court of Human Rights, on behalf of the Armenian Prisoners of
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War that are still held by Azerbaijan. Tune-in to Hay Horizon'‘s exclusive
interview with ALC Chairman, Kenneth Hachikian.
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ALC announces new cases filed on “disappeared captives”
and “unlawful killings” before the ECHR

The Armenian Legal Center for Justice & Human Rights (ALC)
has announced the filing of 16 new cases of “enforced
disappearances” before the European Court of Human Rights
(ECHR) on behalf of 20 Armenian individuals who have
disappeared while in Azerbaijani captivity. The ALC, in
partnership with the International & Comparative Law Center
(ICLaw), have filed these cases with strong evidence that
these individuals were captured and detained by Azerbaijani
forces during the 2020 Artsakh War, but further information
about their current status has not been released by
Azerbaijan. Under international humanitarian law and the
European Convention on Human Rights, these
disappearances are incidents of “enforced disappearance,”
and Azerbaijan must investigate and release information on

these individuals.
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