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60 U.S. Senators and
Representatives Call for
Increased Security Aid for

Armenia, Humanitarian
Assistance for Artsakh Refugees

Sixty U.S. Senators and Representatives, led by Senator Alex Padilla (D-CA) and Rep.
Anna Eshoo (D-CA), called on congressional leaders to send security assistance to
Armenia and provide additional refugee relief aid for Artsakh genocide survivors as part
of the national security supplemental funding bill, set to be reviewed as early as next
week, reported the Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA).

Specifically, the Padilla-Eshoo letter — broadly supported through ANCA-led
nationwide grassroots action — calls for $10 million in U.S. foreign military financing
(FMF) for Armenia and requests humanitarian assistance allocated in the supplemental
aid bill to be made available to Armenia to meet the needs of the 120,000 Armenians
from Artsakh forced from their homes following Azerbaijan’s ethnic cleansing of the
region’s entire Armenian population in September 2023.
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Determination and Safe Return

to Homeland

U.S. Presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. pledged that his administration would
mobilize the international community to sanction Azerbaijan, secure the safe return of
Armenians to their Artsakh homeland, and support their right to self-determination,
reported the Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA).

In a 2.5-minute video statement titled “RFK Jr. On How to Avert War in Armenia,” the
presidential candidate stressed, “I want to commit this country to the restoration of the
sovereignty of Armenia and Artsakh, and to the restoration of its territory. Instead of
starting another war somewhere, I want to stop one.”

The video is posted on RFK Jr’s 2024 presidential campaign YouTube channel and is
also available on the ANCA YouTube channel here: https://youtu.be/vFvazHKRI9Ts
“Empty condemnations of this ethnic cleansing campaign are not enough. Unlike the
1915 genocide, this one is reversible,” stressed RFK, Jr., who went on to note: “The U.S.
government needs to organize and mobilize the global community to take action to
ensure the safe return of Armenians to Artsakh and to defend their right to self-
determination. This is a situation where peaceful sanctions could actually work. The
U.S. still has leverage in that region, and it can use that power to mobilize all of the
nations in that region to reverse this humanitarian tragedy. We should also seek the
removal of the blockades in Armenia by Turkey and Azerbaijan. Armenia is a
landlocked nation, and it needs access to ports and to the surrounding countries.”
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Melbourne

The Armenian National Committee of Australia’s (ANC-AU) Advocacy Week events in
Sydney and Melbourne raised over $180,000, whilst international guest on honour
Lindsey Snell, New South Wales Member for Prospect Hugh McDermott and
Tasmanian Member for Bass, Lara Alexander received the organisation’s illustrious
annual awards.

ANC-AU’s glitzy event at the Sofitel in Sydney’s Darling Harbour featured a stellar list
of guests, led by honourees Snell, McDermott and Alexander. They were joined by
Federal parliamentarians Jerome Laxale MP and Paul Fletcher MP; NSW State
parliamentarians Mark Buttigieg MP, Mark Coure MP, Jordan Lane MP, Matt Cross MP,
Jackie Munroe MLC, Susan Carter MLC, Chris Rath MLC and Scott Farlow MLC; former
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NSW parliamentarians Jonathan O’Dea and Amanda Fazio, and local government
representatives including Willoughby City Mayor Tanya Taylor, Ryde City Mayor
Sarkis Yedelian, Willoughby Councillor Sarkis Mouradian and Northern Beaches
Councillor Michael Gencher.
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