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We strongly support the
Jerusalem Armenians and the
Patriarchate in protecting their

millennia-old rights

The threats against the land known as “Cows’ Garden” in

the Armenian quarter of Jerusalem has entered a new

phase, which, the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem has

characterized as “the gravest existential threat” in its 16-

century-old history.

Compounding the challenges presented by a fraudulent and illegal contract, is the threat and use of
force by the proxies of the other contracting party and police against the rightful owners of this
property. The Armenian community of Jerusalem and the Armenian Patriarchate are resisting any
resolution of this issue by force.

The Armenian National Committee-International, working in concert with the global network of
Armenian National Committees, strongly supports the Armenian community of Jerusalem and the
Armenian Patriarchate in protecting their millennia-old rights.

The settlement of this matter must be made exclusively on the basis of local and international laws,

without the threat or use of force.
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Armenia

Responding to months of escalating pressure the Armenian National Committee of
America (ANCA), Congressional allies, and a growing coalition of pro-Armenian
partners, Secretary of State Antony Blinken announced today that President Biden’s
proposed $106 Billion supplemental assistance package would include humanitarian
assistance to Armenia, which is struggling to assist the 120,000 indigenous Armenians
forcibly displaced from Artsakh as a result of Azerbaijan’s genocidal ethnic cleansing
In remarks today before the Senate Appropriations Committee on the Fiscal Year 2024
National Security Supplemental, Secretary of State Blinken announced that the
proposed measure will “enable us to tackle grave humanitarian needs created by
autocrats and terrorists, as well as by conflict and natural disasters in Ukraine, Gaza,
Sudan, Armenia, and other places around the world.” Later in response to a question by
Senator Chris Coons (D-DE), Secretary Blinken noted that humanitarian assistance
would be provided to Nagorno Karabakh, among other places. The assistance package
does not specify a monetary figure for assistance to Armenia.
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His Holiness Aram I Raises
Ethnic Cleansing of Artsakh’s
Armenian Christians with U.S.
House Speaker Mike Johnson

His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Holy See of

Cilicia of the Armenian Apostolic Church, today called for American leadership in
aiding Artsakh’s 100,000 Armenian Christian refugees, during discussions with U.S.
House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-LA), Speaker Emerita Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), and a
dozen U.S. Representatives, reported the Armenian National Committee of America
(ANCA).

“We warmly welcome His Holiness Aram I’s constructive consultations with
Congressional leaders — among them Speaker Johnson and former Speaker Pelosi,” said
ANCA Executive Director Aram Hamparian. “A global ambassador for Armenian
aspirations and inter-faith understanding, His Holiness represents a powerful voice for
justice in Washington and in capitals around the world.”
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Schiff Resolution Seeks
Sanctions against Azerbaijan for
Illegally Holding Armenian

Prisoners

Rep. Adam Schiff (D-CA) introduced legislation today
demanding Azerbaijan’s immediate release of Armenian prisoners of war, captured civilians, and
political prisoners, including Artsakh government officials illegally detained during Azerbaijan’s
ethnic cleansing last month, reported the Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA).

The resolution specifically calls on the Biden Administration to impose sanctions under the Global
Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability Act on Azerbaijani government officials responsible for the
illegal detention, torture, and extrajudicial killing of Armenian POWs. It also reiterates Congressional
calls for the enforcement of Section 907 restrictions on U.S. military and security assistance to
Azerbaijan.

“Azerbaijan must immediately and unconditionally release all illegally held Artsakh officials, prisoners
of war, and other detainees, not in barter — as part of Baku’s cruel commodification of human suffering
— but rather in compliance with its own obligations under international law,” said ANCA Executive
Director Aram Hamparian. “We thank Congressman Schiff for introducing this measure and look
forward to working on a bipartisan basis to see this measure adopted on an urgent basis by the full

House of Representatives.”
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U.S. State Department Signals
Pause in U.S. Military Aid to

Azerbaijan

In an overdue and still inadequate response to Azerbaijan’s
U.S.-armed genocide of Artsakh’s indigenous Christian Armenians, President Biden has only now
started to outline potential accountability measures — starting with a cut-off of all U.S. military aid to
Azerbaijan — that have long been called for by the Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA),
our Congressional allies, and community and coalition partners.
Ambassador James O’Brien, Assistant Secretary of State for the Bureau of European and Eurasian
Affairs, told House Foreign Affairs Committee members today “we have not and don’t anticipate
submitting a waiver on [Section ] 907,” referencing the 1992 U.S. law that restricts U.S. aid to
Azerbaijan based on its ongoing aggression against Armenia and Artsakh. Amb. O’Brien flatly rejected
arguments — often advanced by the Azerbaijani lobby — that enforcing Section 907 would undermine
U.S. national security interests.
“A day late, and a dollar short,” said ANCA Executive Director Aram Hamparian. “Having armed,
emboldened, and actively abetted Azerbaijan’s genocide of Artsakh — the U.S.-backed ethnic cleansing
of Armenians from yet more of our indigenous homeland — President Biden will need to do far more
than send signals about his willingness to enforce an existing U.S. statute. He can, for example — if he is
serious and not just engaged in electoral damage control — lead a UN Security Council resolution
establishing an international mandate providing security for the safe and sustainable return of
Armenians to Artsakh.”
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Senate Unanimously Adopts Bill
Blocking U.S. Military Aid to
Azerbaijan
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Michigan Senator Gary Peters (D-MI) led the unanimous U.S. Senate
passage of the “Armenian Protection Act of 2023 (S.3000) which
aims to block all U.S. military assistance to Azerbaijan by removing
President Biden’s authority to waive Section 907 of the FREEDOM
Support Act for Fiscal Years 2024 and 2025. The vote comes in

response to mounting pressure from the Armenian National

Committee of America (ANCA), Congressional allies, and a diverse

coalition of pro-Armenian civil society advocates in the face of

Azerbaijan’s genocidal ethnic cleansing of Artsakh’s Christian Armenian population.

“We thank Senator Peters for his leadership and welcome the Senate’s adoption of S.3000 as a first step toward
holding Azerbaijan accountable for its genocide of Artsakh and deterring renewed aggression toward
Armenia,” said ANCA Executive Director Aram Hamparian. “For his part, President Biden — given his role in
arming Azerbaijan’s ethnic-cleansing of Artsakh — needs to do far more at this point than simply signal a
willingness to enforce an existing U.S. statute, for example, by leading a UN Security Council resolution to
establish an international mandate providing security for the safe and sustainable return of Armenians to
Artsakh.”
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Ramaswamy in Calling Out
Azerbaijan for Ethnic Cleansing
of Artsakh’s Christian
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Armenians

Republican presidential candidates Ron DeSantis and Nikki Haley joined with Vivek Ramaswamy in
forcefully condemning Azerbaijan’s ethnic cleansing of Artsakh’s 120,000 indigenous Christian
Armenians at The FAMiILY Leader Thanksgiving candidate forum in Iowa, a high profile program co-
sponsored by the 120,000 Reasons Coalition.

Their statements were made during a table-side talk led by The FAMILY Leader President and CEO
Bob Vander Plaats. Noting that Armenia is the first Christian nation and citing Azerbaijan’s ethnic
cleansing of 120,000 Armenian Christians, Vander Plaats asked the three candidates, “how would you
ensure that this bastion of ancient Christianity is safeguarded?”

In his response, Gov. DeSantis noted, “I think the United States should be standing for the Christians
in Armenia. I think that is a noble cause.”
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Prominent International

Lawyers Discussed Nagorno
Karabakh/Artsakh in the

European Parliament

On 7 November Member of European Parliament (MEP)
Costas Mavrides (S&D Group, Cyprus) hosted a conference with the title “The Rights of Nagorno
Karabakh Armenians and the European Union,” in collaboration with the European Armenian
Federation for Justice and Democracy (EAF]JD) and the ‘Europeans for Artsakh’ platform.
The conference which was widely attended by dozens of European and Belgian parliamentarians,
diplomats, journalists and representatives of the civil society, featured three keynote speakers: Luis
Moreno Ocampo — the former Chief Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC), Irene
Victoria Massimino — Co-Founder of the Lemkin Institute and an international criminal lawyer and,
Karnig Kerkonian — an international lawyer and lead counsel in several precedent-setting Armenian

rights matters in U.S. and international courts.
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ALC Takes Strides in Advocacy
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for Human Rights in
Azerbaijan’s Universal Periodic
Review at the Human Rights

Council in Geneva

The Armenian Legal Center for Justice and Human Rights l
(ALC) has actively engaged in advancing human rights
advocacy as part of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) process for Azerbaijan. Aligning with UPR

procedures, ALC meticulously prepared an “other stakeholders report,” presenting a comprehensive
summary of pertinent human rights violations committed by Azerbaijan towards Armenians, Artsakh
and Armenia with a set of concrete recommendations. This report was submitted to the UPR
Secretariat, contributing to the ongoing review of Azerbaijan’s human rights record.

In addition to the UPR, over the last 18 months, ALC submitted relevant reports and legal analyses to
various UN bodies, including Human Rights Treaty Bodies, Independent Experts, Special Rapporteurs,
and Working Groups. ALC has also collaborated with international NGOs focused on human rights,
furnishing them with reports and data to underscore the gravity of the violations and hold Azerbaijan
accountable for its actions. The impact of ALC’s contributions is evident in the UN’s Summary of
Stakeholders’ Information Report, where its insights have been recognized.
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UUY-h Uwupynt hpwyniupubph junphnipnnp 2023 pduljuih unybdpph 14-ht Fulinwd
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A Productive Side Event on
“Artsakh’s Road to Recovery:
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Holding Azerbaijan

Accountable” at the Human
Rights Council

The Human Rights Council in Geneva hosted a significant
side event on 14 November 2023 titled “Artsakh’s Road to
Recovery: Holding Azerbaijan Accountable,” organized by

the Armenian Relief Society (ARS) in conjunction with the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) process
for Azerbaijan.

The event brought together a diverse audience, including experts, state delegations, stakeholders, and
advocates, to address human rights violations and genocidal acts committed by Azerbaijan against
Armenians, Artsakh, and Armenia in the recent months that resulted in the forcible displacement of
the more than 100,000 indigenous population of Artsakh, a humanitarian crisis, and the detention of
Artsakh’s leadership. The discussion aimed to explore avenues for accountability and responsibility for
actions taken by Azerbaijan.

The distinguished panel of speakers played a pivotal role in providing insights and perspectives on the

human rights situation:
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