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ANCA Ramps Up Pressure
on Biden Administration to
Break Azerbaijan's Artsakh
Blockade

The Armenian National Committee of America
(ANCA) ramped up pressure on the Biden
Administration and Congress this week, issuing a
nationwide call to action in support of a United Nations Security Council resolution
demanding Azerbaijan lift its genocidal blockade of Artsakh’s indigenous Christian
population.

Over 200,000 letters from pro-Artsakh advocates have already reached President
Biden, Vice-President Harris, and U.S. Senate and House members, calling for
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immediate steps to “avert an impending genocide in Nagorno-Karabakh (Artsakh)
caused by Azerbaijan’s 250+ day blockade of the Lachin Corridor — the only
humanitarian lifeline linking Artsakh to Armenia.”

Specifically, Armenian Americans and their allies are urging the U.S. to:

— Lead a United Nations Security Council Resolution condemning Azerbaijan’s
blockade of Artsakh, and calling for the immediate reopening of the Lachin Corridor
consistent with the binding provisional order issued by the International Court of
Justice (ICJ).

— Suspend any new, current, or pending U.S. military or security assistance to
Azerbaijan, and fully enforce Section 907 of the FREEDOM Support Act;

— Provide emergency U.S. humanitarian assistance to the Armenian victims of
Azerbaijani aggression in Nagorno Karabakh, including by means of a humanitarian
airlift;

— Apply statutory sanctions against Azerbaijani officials responsible for the
genocidal blockade of Nagorno Karabakh.

Pro-Artsakh advocates can take action by visiting anca.org/UN
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ANCA Haroutioun &
Elizabeth Kasparian Summer
Academy Rallies for Artsakh

Over thirty Armenian American high school-age
students shared Artsakh’s powerful story of
perseverance and commitment to freedom with
Congressional leaders during the Armenian
National Committee of America (ANCA)
Haroutioun & Elizabeth Kasparian Summer
Academy. Over the span of two separate week-long sessions held in early August,
students met with Washington, DC’s Armenian American professionals and learned
about career and academic goals in policy, politics, media, and finance.
“Participants in the Kasparian Summer Academy brought their remarkable personal
devotion for the Armenian cause to our nation’s capital, where they served as
effective advocates for their brothers and sisters in Artsakh amid Azerbaijan’s
genocidal blockade,” stated ANCA Program Coordinator Nareg Aghjayan.
“Alongside non-stop advocacy efforts, these students also explored avenues to
professional and academic success, all the while, making new friends for life.”
Summer Academy participants were chosen based on a rigorous application
process focusing on academic excellence and proven pro-Artsakh/Armenia efforts
through groups, including the Armenian Youth Federation, Armenian churches and
organizations, schools, student groups, and individual initiatives. The ANCA
expanded the program to two sessions, in order to accommodate unprecedented
interest from youth across the U.S.
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The Biden HarisAdminiraionsvanic A mendments Prohibiting U.S.

need for sirong Congressional leadership.  V[jlitary Aid to Azerbaijan

and strict legislative oversight.
The ANCA backs amendments to the U.S. House FY24 Defense Appropriations . . .
B R 4305 e ol bl s o g ko g Congressional Armenian Caucus Co-Chairs Frank
ANCA.ORG Pallone (D-NJ), Gus Bilirakis (R-FL), Adam Schiff

(D-CA), and David Valadao (R-CA) were joined by
Representatives Brad Sherman (D-CA) and Nicole Malliotakis (R-NY) in introducing a
series of amendments to the Fiscal Year 2024 U.S. House Defense Appropriations Bill
(H.R. 4365) to block U.S. military assistance to Azerbaijan, in the face of President
Aliyev’s 260+ day genocidal blockade of Artsakh (Nagorno Karabakh), reported the
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Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA).

“The Biden-Harris Administration’s failure of leadership on Azerbaijan’s genocidal
blockade of Artsakh underscores the urgent need for strong Congressional leadership
and strict legislative oversight,” said ANCA Executive Director Aram Hamparian. “We
welcome each of these amendments — those in defense of Artsakh and also banning
cluster bombs — and are working alongside a broad array of Congressional allies and
coalition partners to see them enacted into law.”

The ANCA is urging U.S. Representatives to cosponsor and support passage of four pro-
Artsakh amendments, including:

— Amendment 258 (presented by Rep. Sherman) — Preventing the use of funds to
provide military assistance to Azerbaijan.

— Amendment 263 (presented by Rep. Sherman) — Preventing the use of funds to
provide military assistance to Azerbaijan for use against Armenia or Nagorno Karabakh
(also known as Artsakh)

— Amendment 272 (Led by Representatives Pallone, Bilirakis, Valadao, Schiff &
Malliotakis) — Prohibiting military aid and security assistance to the defense, security,
and border forces of the Government of Azerbaijan.

— Amendment 285 (Led by Representatives Pallone, Schiff & Malliotakis) — Allocating $1
million to support Department of Defense activities and partnerships that will help
peacefully resolve the illegal Azeri blockade of Nagorno-Karabakh and allow for the
unimpeded movement of essential humanitarian assistance, including food and
medication, and commercial activities through the Lachin Corridor.
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ANCA Calls on Senate to Block
all Biden Nominations to the

THE ANCA CALLSFORAU.S.

SENATEHOLDONALLFUTURE  State Department
NOMINATIONS TO THE BIDEN

STATE DEPARTMENT
REGUESTS AFREEZE ON SENATE CONFRMATIONS UNTIL THE Armenian National Committee of America
BREAK AZERBAIJAN'S GENOCIDAL BLOCKADE OF ARTSAKH (ANCA) Chairman Raffl Hamparian haS Ca”ed
ANCA.ORG/HOLD upon U.S. Senators to place a hold on all

nominations to the State Department, blocking
any new confirmations until President Biden takes decisive action to break
Azerbaijan’s 260+ day blockade of Artsakh’s 120,000 indigenous Christian
Armenians.
The ANCA'’s call is backed up by a nationwide advocacy campaign, empowering
Armenian and allied Americans from all fifty states to send letters urging their
Senators to take this principled stand — in accord with U.S. interests and American
values. The action portal is www.anca.org/hold.
The ANCA is asking that a hold on U.S. diplomatic nominees remain in place until
the Biden Administration has undertaken demonstrable steps to:
— Lead a United Nations Security Council Resolution condemning Azerbaijan’s
blockade of Artsakh, sanctioning the Aliyev regime, and putting in place
mechanisms to open land transit via the Lachin Corridor and to airlift supplies to
Artsakh.
— Stop any new, current, or pending U.S. military or security assistance to
Azerbaijan, and fully enforce Section 907 of the FREEDOM Support Act.
— Deliver emergency U.S. humanitarian assistance and longer term development
aid to the Armenian victims of Azerbaijani aggression in Nagorno Karabakh,
including by means of a humanitarian airlift;
— Enforce statutory sanctions against Azerbaijani officials responsible for the
genocidal blockade of Nagorno Karabakh.
The full text of the ANCA letter to Senators is provided below.
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EAF]D urges EUMA to uphold
transparency and accountability in

EAFJD urges EUMA to uphold transparency and its Observationa]_ mission

accountability in its observational mission

On the 15th of August the Armenian Defense Ministry confirmed that the Azerbaijani
Armed Forces targeted the European Union Mission in Armenia (EUMA) during patrols
in the vicinity of Verin Shorzha. Despite an initial denial by the EUMA, published video
evidence proved the attack on both EU observers and their vehicles.

In response, the EUMA deleted their initial statement on twitter discrediting the
Armenian Defense Ministry and confirmed the attack within their designated patrol
area. Fortunately, no injuries were sustained by EUMA members during this incident.
The EAF]D condemns the unthoughtful approach taken by the EUMA. This approach
not only compromises the mission’s credibility but also casts serious doubts on its overall
effectiveness. Such imprudent behavior carries significant political implications and,
more alarmingly, jeopardizes the safety of the EU mission’s staff and the vulnerable
civilian border communities, who are consistently subjected to these attacks.
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Statement from Baroness Cox about
' the crisis in Artsakh

s af thalintan ofvllisn =iy It has been my privilege to visit the historic

Artsakh continues to escalate. Anyone who

is concerned about the situation needs to do Armenian land Of Nagomo Kal’abakh/Artsakh

everything possible to call Azerbaijan to
account for well documented crimes against

humanity and to ensure a psaceful solution nearly 90 times (so I am told — I do not count my
FEEEL T ) R

, Baroness Cox I witnessed the war waged by Azerbaijan against

Wl the Armenians in the early 1990s and the courage
g of the Armenian inhabitants which resulted in their
freedom to continue to live in their precious land.
They have developed their political freedoms with the establishment of democracy and
promoted numerous developments with high quality education, health care, agriculture
and culture.
Then, in September 2020, Azerbaijan inflicted more military offensives succeeding in the
capture of a significant proportion of Artsakh with devastating consequences for the
Armenians living there. A ceasefire agreement was negotiated. However, Azerbaijan has
failed to honour its ceasefire commitments and is committing crimes against humanity
with impunity. For example, the agreement required the release of prisoners. Armenia
released Azeri prisoners — but Azerbaijan has failed to release Armenian prisoners, who

are suffering sustained anguish of imprisonment.
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from Foreign Minister
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the Federal Parliament’s website, calling on the
Australian Government to echo the sentiments of
the International Court of Justice in objection of the
Artsakh Blockade, was presented to the House of
Representatives chamber last week, reported
the Armenian National Committee of Australia
Artsakh Blockade Petition Presented to the (ANC‘AU)~
sp""es'm The ANC-AU petition, signed by 2,062 Australian
citizens, was certified as having met the
requirements for petitions at a recent House
Standing Committee on Petitions meeting,
therefore was presented to the most representative

chamber in Australia by the committee’s Chair, Susan Templeman MP.
The petition has now been referred to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senator Penny
Wong, who has 90 days to respond to the calls of the signatories.

14 Parliamentarians Co-Sponsor

Armenian National Committee of @ » “'®
Australia Statement on Artsakh
Blockade @ @

In the lead-up to the 250 day-mark of Azerbaijan’s

THANK YOU FOR CO-SPONSORING
illegal siege against 120,000 indigenous Armenians THE ARTSAKH BLOCKADE STATEMENT

of the Republic of Artsakh (Nagorno Karabakh), the
peak public affairs body of the Armenian-

Australian community received support from 14 high-profile Federal and State
parliamentarians, who signed on as co-sponsors to the Armenian National Committee of
Australia’s (ANC-AU) statement calling on an end to the blockade.

With the hope of addressing Foreign Affairs Minister, Senator the Hon. Penny Wong’s
silence on this developing crisis, the ANC-AU and the co-sponsors seek to demonstrate
the will of the Australians they represent across the country by calling for an end end
this genocidal undertaking by petro-dictatorship, Azerbaijan.

Australia Stands with International
Court of Justice Calling for
Unimpeded Movement Along the

Lachin Corridor

Australia Stands with International Court
of Justice Calling [{J@IL 111l -LL LY ]

Movement Along the Lachin Corridor

Australia has rightfully taken its place alongside
many of her closest allies, calling for unimpeded
movement along the Lachin corridor, in line with
the top judicial organ of the United Nations, the
International Court of Justice, reported the Armenian National Committee of Australia
(ANC-AU).

The peak public affairs body of the Armenian-Australian community has received

correspondence from the coalition of organisations and grassroots activists who wrote to
the Foreign Affairs Minister, articulating what represents “a welcome shift” in the public
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narrative from the Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade (DFAT), which had until now
preferred statements urging “both sides to de-escalate tensions and to ensure freedom
and security along the corridor”.

DFAT’s letters now state: “We support the provisional measures order issued by the
International Court of Justice on 22 February 2023, which was reaffirmed by the Court
on 6 July 2023. The Court ordered Azerbaijan to “take all measures at its disposal to
ensure unimpeded movement of persons, vehicles and cargo along the Lachin Corridor

in both directions.”
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Australian City Launches
Humanitarian Appeal for Artsakh

The Armenian National Committee of Australia

reports that the City of Ryde Council in Sydney has [Australian City Launches Humanitarian
unanimously adopted a motion, establishing a

‘Mayor’s Appeal for Artsakh’ to provide much
needed humanitarian aid to the Armenians of
Artsakh and the independent republic’s refugees
who, since 12 December 2022, have been cut off
from essential supplies by the Azerbaijani authorities.

Armenian-Australian Mayor Sarkis Yedelian OAM tabled the motion in his Mayoral
Minute, which pledged an initial $1,500 to from the City of Ryde to kickstart the appeal.

“While the Mayor’s Appeal will go some way in alleviating the human suffering of an
indigenous population, it also represents the humanity of all Australians in our City,”
said Yedelian.

The City of Ryde municipality is home to the largest population of Armenian-
Australians in the country and its Council has an exemplary record standing with its
constituents by recognising the Armenian Genocide, recognising the Republic of
Artsakh, and establishing a sister city relationship with Artsakh’s capital Stepanakert.
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