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Rep. Schiff Spearheads U.S. House Opposition to Rifle
Sale to Azerbaijan

Seventeen U.S. Representatives have joined with
Congressman Adam Schiff (D-CA) in calling on the
Biden Administration’s Commerce Secretary Gina
Raimondo to block a proposed license allowing the sale
of high-powered American-made rifles to Azerbaijan, an
exercise of legislative oversight strongly backed by the
Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA).

The Schiff letter follows a similar letter sent last month
by U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman
Robert Menendez (D-NJ), and an earlier ANCA letter
sent in February of this year.

“We want to thank Representative Schiff and all who
joined him in demanding long overdue answers from Secretary Raimondo to multiple Congressional inquiries
and our own still-unanswered letter of February 13th of this year,” said ANCA Executive Director Aram
Hamparian. “Secretary Raimondo needs to get out in front of this escalating controversy by publicly announcing
that any proposal to arm Azerbaijan is dead-on-arrival. Period. Full stop.”

Text Link

Senators Menendez and Blackburn Introduce Bipartisan
Armenian Genocide Education Act

Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman Bob
Menendez (D-NJ) has joined with Senator Marsha
Blackburn (R-TN) in introducing the Armenian Genocide
Education Act (S.1329), a bipartisan Senate companion
to a House measure to allocate $10 million over five
years to help educate American students about Ottoman
Turkey’s 1915-1923 Genocide of Armenians, Greeks,
Assyrians, Chaldeans, Syriac, Arameans, and Maronite
Christians, reported the Armenian National Committee of
America (ANCA).

“The ANCA joins with Armenians and allied Americans ARMENIAN GENOCIDE EDUCATION ACT
in New Jersey, Tennessee, and across America in |NTRU|]U|:E|] |N THE Us SENATE AIEATED

thanking Senators Menendez and Blackburn for building
upon U.S. recognition of the Armenian Genocide by
helping to ensure that American school children have the opportunity to learn about the Armenian Genocide, its
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lessons for today, and the present day costs and consequences of its denial,” said ANCA Executive Director
Aram Hamparian. “We honor the past by ensuring that its horrors are not repeated — against Armenians or any
at-risk population.”
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Samantha Power Continues Dodging Questions about
Lack of USAID Assistance to Artsakh ok

U.S. Agency for International Development Administrator
Samantha Power has established a two-year pattern of
dodging straightforward Congressional inquiries — both = :
in-person during legislative hearings and in writing from e
dozens of legislators — regarding the lack of USAID B o
programs in Artsakh, a troubling trend that was on

display, once again, during her most recent appearance ot .
before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, y

reported the Armenian National Committee of America : W
(ANCA). P

Asked straightforward questions about the status of U.S.
aid for Artsakh by the panel’s Chairman, Bob Menendez,
Power — who has been in office two years — again
deferred, refusing to answer his question or even meaningfully address the Senator’s broader point, by saying
“I don’t have that figure off the top of my head.” Power took credit for conducting “two assessment missions to o o
the region,” failing to note that these were only conducted belatedly as a result of a Congressional mandate g b A 1_ R
spearheaded by Congresswoman Barbara Lee (D-CA). Asked to provide the Foreign Relations Committee with e
these assessments, Power agreed.
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~  ANCA Congressional Briefing Features Live Reporting
- = | from Artsakh

The Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA) e
hosted a Capitol Hill briefing for Congressional offices ' :
today, featuring live reporting by two leading voices on
the ground in Artsakh — Human Rights Defender
Gegham Stepanyan and ANC Artsakh Director Gev
Iskajyan.
£ Stepanyan and Iskajyan provided on-the-ground updates
RAE on the impact of Azerbaijan’s 150-day blockade and
3 ; escalating campaign to complete the ethnic-cleansing of
Artsakh. Both highlighted the urgency of the situation
facing the citizens of Artsakh, most notably the young,
elderly, and infirm, resulting from the lack of gas, food,
and medicine. Speakers placed special focus on the
_ recent placement of an illegal Azerbaijani checkpoint on
ey the only road connecting Artsakh with Armenia, which has prevented the International Red Cross from
_—_',_ s delivering supplies or transporting critically-ill patients over the past several weeks.

Text Link 2 :
ANCA Summer Academy Expands to Two Sessions ; ~ 5

e Due to overwhelming nationwide student interest, the

Lt third annual Armenian National Committee of America
(ANCA) Haroutioun & Elizabeth Kasparian Summer
Academy has expanded to two sessions this August —
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offering Armenian American high-school students,
seventeen to nineteen years of age, an insider’s look at
advocacy and career opportunities in the nation’s capital.

Applications are available online

at anca.org/summer and must be submitted by June 1st.
The first session of the week-long program will take
place from July 31-August 4th, 2023, while session two
will be held from August 7-August 11, 2023.
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ANCA Leaders to Convene at Ronald Reagan
Presidential Library for Policy Seminar

Leaders of the Armenian National Committee of America
(ANCA) from across the United States will gather at the
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library and Museum on
June 4, 2023, for a high-level strategic dialogue about
the security of Artsakh and Armenia.
The ANCA Policy Seminar will feature a series of = -
targeted policy-driven dialogues across a range of i i e o
subjects aligning with ANCA initiatives, from grassroots ANCA Policy SQminar
political engagement, to communications and media, and Local | State | Regional | Federal
electoral and legislative strategies. The seminar will also
feature an in-depth discussion of the ANCA'’s long-term

. . . . . . . . y Views and opinions expressed by the ANCA are not necessarily shared by the
strategic policy objectives, including the organization’s Ronald Reagan Presidential Library & Foundation
engagement with key Congressional and Administration
branch stakeholders on the following priorities:
— Delivering sustained U.S. pressure on Azerbaijan to end its blockade of Artsakh
— Prohibiting all U.S. arms sales and security assistance to Azerbaijan
— Providing immediate U.S. humanitarian assistance to Artsakh
— Ensuring accountability for Azerbaijan’s ongoing war crimes and human rights abuses
— Securing the release of Armenian POWs illegally detained and tortured by Azerbaijan
— Defining Armenia’s security as the highest U.S.-Armenia bilateral priority
— Recognizing the Artsakh Republic’s inalienable right to self-determination

June 4th at the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library & Museum
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USAID Administrator Power Continues Dodging
Questions on Humanitarian Crisis in Artsakh

U.S. House Foreign Affairs Committee senior members
Brad Sherman (D-CA) and Chris Smith (R-NJ) called for
concrete answers from U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID) Administrator Samantha Power
regarding the Biden Administration’s two-year-long
failure to operate any U.S. humanitarian aid programs in
Artsakh, reported the Armenian National Committee of
America (ANCA).

During the May 17th House Foreign Affairs Committee
hearing on President Biden'’s Fiscal Year 2024 (FY24)
foreign assistance budget, Rep. Sherman asked
Administrator Power “We’ve got a blockade of Artsakh,
part of an effort to ethnically cleanse the area. People
need food aid. Does this area meet USAID’s definition of
a crisis?”
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Arizona Legislature Affirms Artsakh Right to Self-
Determination

The Arizona State Legislature has affirmed the Republic
of Artsakh’s (Nagorno Karabakh) right to self-

determination in a proclamation issued by Arizona State ARIZUNA STATE

House Speaker Ben Toma, reported the Armenian

National Committee of America (ANCA). LEGISLATURE

“We welcome the proclamation from the Speaker of AFFIRMS = o
Arizona’s State Assembly recognizing Artsakh’s right to . el
self-determination — an important step towards justice for ARTSAKH RIGHT e
the Armenians of Artsakh,” remarked ANCA National =

Board Member Zanku Armenian. “Amid Azerbaijan’s TU SELF D ETE R M I N ATI 0 N
blockade of Artsakh, this demonstration of solidarity is a e
crucial part of our community’s ongoing efforts to raise
awareness of this unfolding humanitarian catastrophe
and ensure Azerbaijan is held accountable for its unabated aggression against the Armenian people. This
proclamation is a testament to the tireless advocacy of Arizona’s Armenian-American community, and the

ANCA looks forward to continuing to work alongside local activists in the state to ensure our community’s voice
is heard at every level of government.”
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Tasmanian State Parliament in Australia Recognises
Armenian, Assyrian and Greek Genocides

The Tasmanian House of Assembly has become the third state
jurisdiction in Australia to recognise the 1915 Armenian, Assyrian and
Greek Genocides perpetrated by the Ottoman Empire, reported the
Armenian National Committee of Australia (ANC-AU).

The motion was introduced on Thursday 11th May 2023, 2:30pm by
Lara Alexander MP — Member for Bass. Several members of the
Tasmanian House of Assembly spoke in favour of the motion,
including Jeremy Rocklife MP — Member for Braddon and Premier of

[Tasmanian House of Assembly [RW LI ) )
Recognises Armenian, Assyrian and Greek Tasmania; Rebecca White MP — Member for Lyons and Leader of the

Genocides

Opposition; Cassy O’Connor MP — Member for Clarke and Leader of
the Tasmanian Greens; Rosalie Woodruff MP — Member for Franklin
and Dr Shane Broad MP — Member for Braddon and Shadow
Treasurer.

The Tasmanian House of Assembly has become the third state
jurisdiction in Australia to recognise the 1915 Armenian, Assyrian and Greek Genocides perpetrated by the
Ottoman Empire, reported the Armenian National Committee of Australia (ANC-AU). The motion was
introduced on Thursday 11th May 2023, 2:30pm by Lara Alexander MP — Member for Bass. Several members
of the Tasmanian House of Assembly spoke in favour of the motion, including Jeremy Rocklife MP — Member
for Braddon and Premier of Tasmania; Rebecca White MP — Member for Lyons and Leader of the Opposition;
Cassy O’'Connor MP — Member for Clarke and Leader of the Tasmanian Greens; Rosalie Woodruff MP —
Member for Franklin and Dr Shane Broad MP — Member for Braddon and Shadow Treasurer.
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Tasmanian Armenian Genocide recognition debate
features condemnation of Azerbaijani Artsakh blockade

On Thursday, 11th May 2023, the Tasmanian Parliament became the
third state jurisdiction in Australia to recognise the 1915 Armenian
Genocide and representatives speaking on the motion utilised the
opportunity to highlight the importance of remembering and
preventing future atrocities against all peoples, including the occupied
and blockaded Armenians of the Republic of Artsakh (Nagorno
Karabakh), reported the Armenian National Committee of Australia
(ANC-AU).

Tasmanian Armenian Genocide Recognition
Cassy O’Connor, Leader of the Greens, spoke directly to the situation el LU Condemnation of |

. . .. . . Azerbaijan’s Artsakh Blockade
in Artsakh, calling on Azerbaijan to end its illegal occupation and

current siege on Artsakh, standing with her Federal Australian
Greens’ counterparts, Senators Jordon Steele-John and Janet Rice,
who criticised Azerbaijan’s illegal blockade earlier in the year.

As the blockade enters over 160 days, the Member for Clark said: “Mr
Speaker, recognition of genocides is also essential to ensure that the crimes of the past are never again
repeated, but as we know, Mr Speaker, they have been repeated.”

Ms O’Connor went on to speak about the persecution of Rwandans, Uighurs, Palestinians, Tibetans and many
others before shining a heavy spotlight on Azerbaijan’s crimes against indigenous Armenians in Artsakh.
O’Connor added: “Mr Speaker, even today, 108 years after the Armenian Genocide, the Armenian people
continue to face an existential crisis of survival the same ideological forces that tried to eradicate them have
resurfaced, and the International Association of Genocide Scholars has alerted that the Armenian people are at
risk once again.”
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https://www.ancnews.info/news/tasmanian-state-parliament-in-australia-recognises-armenian-assyrian-and-greek-genocides/
https://www.anc.org.au/news/Media-Releases/Tasmanian-Armenian-Genocide-Recognition-Debate-Features-Condemnation-of-Azerbaijani-Artsakh-Blockade
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