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Congresswoman Linda Sanchez Holds Dialogue with
Constituent Blockaded in Artsakh

Congresswoman Linda Sanchez (D-CA) held a
consequential and emotional dialogue this week with her
constituent Gev Iskajyan, a resident of Montebello,
California who has been blockaded in the Republic of
Artsakh for over 45 days as a result of Azerbaijan’s
genocidal campaign to rid the indigenous Armenian
population from their historic homeland. For over a year,
Iskajyan has been serving as a senior professional aide
for the Armenian National Committee of Artsakh in
Stepanakert, the capital of the Republic of Artsakh.
“Given the scale and scope of the humanitarian crisis in
Artsakh, | am proud that my Congresswoman — Linda
Sanchez - has already taken steps and has pledged her
support to end the genocidal blockade instituted by
Azerbaijan,” expressed Iskajyan after holding a video conference with the Congresswoman and her senior
aides on Capitol Hill. “As the people of Artsakh stare down a threat to their very existence, | look forward to
continuing to work with Congresswoman Sanchez and her colleagues in the House and Senate to pressure the
Biden Administration to hold Azerbaijan accountable for its aggression and end the blockade of Artsakh,” added
Iskajyan.

Text Link

ANC Artsakh Remarks on 100th Day of Azerbaijan’s
Artsakh Blockade

Through it all, the people of Artsakh have withstood the
pressure, the hardships, and all the human rights abuses
committed by Azerbaijan under their imposed blockade.
At times, it has felt as if the people of Artsakh have been
alone in this crisis, with major world powers turning a
blind eye to Azerbaijan’s humans rights abuses, even in
light of rulings from the International Criminal Court and
condemnations from organizations like Amnesty
International and Human Rights Watch.

But Artsakh has never been alone, from Stepanakert to
Washington DC, from Canada to the European Union,
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from Australia to South America and across the middle
east — the ANC throughout the world, powered by
diasporan Armenians with an unrelenting love for
Artsakh and its people, have been working day and
night, to raise awareness and spark action by global
powers.

In this time we’ve heard statements by many nations,
calling out Azerbaijan for their crimes — but the time has
now come for more than words, the time has come for
action, for tangible, punitive measures and sanctions
against Azerbaijan. Because only then will they think
twice, only then will they stop.

Through all of this, the people of Artsakh are ready to do
whatever it takes, as they have time and time again.
Because today Artsakh doesn't just represent this small corner of the world, Artsakh represents all people
throughout the earth who believe in freedom, who believe in the right to self-determination, who believe in
human rights, who believe in a better future.

My compatriots, | know there are times that we feel alone.

But we are not alone.

Your compatriots around the world are with you.

Hai Tahd is with you.

The diaspora is with you.

With its mind, its heart, and all its might.
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Anti-Blockade Resolution Launched in U.S. House with
Broad Bipartisan Backing

A broad-bipartisan coalition of U.S. Representatives
introduced Anti-Blockade legislation today, spearheaded
by the Congressional Armenian Caucus, backed by the
Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA), and
supported by a wide array of American civil society
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coalition partners, increasing U.S. pressure on

Azerbaijan to end its two-month long blockade of U.S. LEGISLCATORS?S
120,000 Armenians in their indigenous Artsakh LAUNCH BIPARTISAN
homeland.

“The strong bipartisan backing for the Anti-Blockade | CONGRESSIONAL
resolution reflects and powerfully reinforces the ANTI-BLOCKADE
American consensus around both holding Azerbaijan RESOLUTION
accountable for its genocidal winter blockade, and also B o accoomaniil
helping the Armenians of Artsakh survive and thrive in - Helping the people of Artsakh

freedom and security,” said Aram Hamparian, Executive SRR

Director of the ANCA. “Armenians and allied Americans
can voice support for this measure by
visiting anca.org/resolution.”

Text Link

ANCA and Community Leaders Meet with Beverly Hills
City Officials Regarding Anti-Armenian Hate Incident at
AYF Protest

The Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA)
local and national leadership and a group of leaders from
Armenian organizations met with City of Beverly Hills
Mayor Lili Bosse, Police Chief Mark Stainbrook, and City
Manager Nancy Hunt-Coffey, who came to Glendale on
February 10th to discuss the anti-Armenian flyers seen
on the route of a protest organized by the Armenian
Youth Federation in response to Azerbaijan’s blockade
of Artsakh.

The flyers, which lined utility poles from the Federal
Building to the Azerbaijani Consulate in Los Angeles,
threatened that a group of countries, including
Azerbaijan and Turkey, would “wipe Armenia off the
map” — a brazen incitement of genocidal sentiments

against the Armenian people.

After the flyers were discovered, the leadership of ANCA local chapters immediately alerted area elected
officials and law enforcement to the incident. In response to the incident, Beverly Hills Mayor Lili Bosse
condemned the incitement of anti-Armenian hate, stating that “hate has no place in Beverly Hills or anywhere. |
will always stand up, | will always speak out.” Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass also issued a comment,
remarking, “there is no place for anti-Armenian hatred in Los Angeles or anywhere else.”

Text Link

ANCA Testifies for Expanding Humanitarian Aid to
Artsakh, Stopping Military Aid to Azerbaijan

Government Affairs Director Tereza Yerimyan outlined
the Armenian National Committee of America’s (ANCA)
policy priorities in testimony submitted to the U.S.
House panel drafting the Fiscal Year 2024 (FY24)
foreign aid bill — with a sharp focus on delivering an
urgently needed $75 million aid package to Artsakh and  [RIENZARESHIZA N .

holding Azerbaijan accountable for its ongoing Artsakh ANCA Government Affars Director [ lamr ) _" j
blockade and increasing aggression.
Yerimyan made the case that, “in the wake of

Azerbaijan’s ethnic-cleansing of Artsakh (Nagorno =
Karabakh), the occupation of Armenia’s sovereign -
territory, and the ongoing humanitarian blockade of ANCA.ORG

Artsakh, we ask this Subcommittee hold the Aliyev
regime accountable by cutting off all U.S. military aid to its armed forces and help meet pressing humanitarian
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and recovery needs in Artsakh with a robust assistance package.”
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Preparing Tomorrow’s Leaders Today with the ANCA
Leo Sarkisian Summer Internship

The Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA) is
proud to announce the annual launch of the Leo
Sarkisian Summer Internship (LSI) and Maral Melkonian
Avetisyan Fellowship, with an application deadline of
April 15th, for university students interested in advancing
Armenian American policy priorities and gaining firsthand
experience in federal-level advocacy.
The six-week in-person program, which will run from
June 12th to July 21st, 2023, provides a unique
opportunity for participants to learn all things advocacy,
‘ communications, and public policy. The LSI program is
Deadline - April 15, 2023 an integral part of a growing effort to provide Armenian
i A R Americans greater opportunities to explore careers on
Capitol Hill, in the U.S. Foreign Service, and key
Washington DC, foreign policy think tanks. Interested applicants are encouraged to apply by April 15th, 2023.
“The ANCA'’s Leo Sarkisian Summer Internship and Maral Melkonian Avetisyan Fellowship are more than just
your average internships — they’re immersive and unique experiences that empower young Armenian
Americans to grow personally and professionally. Through our program, participants gain the skills, knowledge,
and confidence to become leaders and make a real impact in their communities and beyond,” said ANCA
Youth Programs Associate Director Tatevik Khachatryan.

: \
LEO SARKISIAN INTERNSHIP
APPLY NOW: ANCA.ORG/INTERNSHIP

Text Link

ANCA Rising Leaders Program Inspires Next Generation
of Armenian American Advocates

The Armenian National Committee of America’s (ANCA)
Rising Leaders program brought a remarkable group of
Armenian American youth leaders from across the U.S.
to our nation’s capital for a unique 3-day career
development and civic education immersion seminar.
Students participating in the first of two sessions, held on
March 14th to 16th, had the opportunity to delve into
policy, politics, and media careers, while simultaneously
advancing Armenian American community’s pro-
Artsakh/Armenia priorities.

“Our 2023 ANCA Rising Leaders brought unique
perspectives into everything they did. We had a wide
range of academic backgrounds, including political
science, public health, and engineering,” said ANCA
Youth Programs Associate Director Tatevik Khachatryan. “It’s truly inspiring seeing what they are capable of
and imagining all they have to offer. Session #1 of the ANCA Rising Leaders 20023 was an outstanding
success, and we extend our heartfelt gratitude to our program partners, esteemed speakers, generous donors,
and above all, our phenomenal participants, for their invaluable contributions.”

Text Link

69 U.S. Representatives from 18 States Seek
Termination of U.S. Military Aid to Azerbaijan

As Azerbaijan’s siege of Artsakh passed the 100-day
mark this week, a bipartisan group of sixty-nine U.S.
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Representatives, led by Congressional Armenian
Caucus founding Co-Chair Frank Pallone (D-NJ), once
again called for ending military aid to Azerbaijan and
sending $150 million in assistance to Artsakh and

? Armenia, reported the Armenian National Committee of
o= America (ANCA).

The requle_st comes in the-form of a letter to .
WHT JL - s Appropriations Subcommittee on State-Foreign

: = Operations Chairman Mario Diaz Balart (R-FL) and

Ranking Member Barbara Lee (D-CA), who have already
begun drafting the U.S. House version of the Fiscal Year
2024 (FY24) foreign aid bill.
“Continued U.S. military aid to Azerbaijan represents a
free pass for Azerbaijani aggression, a greenlight for
Azerbaijani escalation,” said ANCA Executive Director Aram Hamparian. “It should have stopped on day one
with President Biden, who entered office as a sharp critic of arming and aiding Aliyev. But, if our President won’t
do what'’s right, Congress needs to act.”

Text Link

California Assembly Judiciary Committee Passes
ANCA-Backed Resolution Condemning Artsakh
Blockade

The Armenian National Committee of America — backed CALIFORNIA ASSEMBLY
anti-blockade resolution AJR 1, which condemns

Azerbaijan’s 100-day blockade of Artsakh, has been UlLi tabli s
passed by the California Assembly Committee on
Judiciary with overwhelming bipartisan support. AJR1 Calls on the Biden Administration to:
ANCA local leaders were present during the committee " :::r:::ga:::::h"mab'e
hearing, and testified in support of the expeditious + Uphold Artsakh'SFight to self-determinat
passage of the resolution, which reaffirms California’s
recognition of Artsakh’s right to self-determination, urges
the Biden Administration to provide emergency
humanitarian assistance to the Armenians of Artsakh,
and calls for the Biden Administration to holds Azerbaijan
accountable for its aggression by enforcing Section 907
restrictions on military aid to Baku.

“This is a courageous step in condemning Azerbaijan’s blockade of Artsakh, and the reaffirmation of
California’s commitment to Artsakh’s right to self-determination speaks to the essence of our values as
Americans, and as Californians,” stated ANCA San Francisco representative Khatchig Tazian in remarks
before the committee. “With this resolution, let us make sure the U.S. Government and our tax dollars are not
enabling Azerbaijan’s aggression against the Armenian people — as the Aliyev regime perpetrates this
genocide right under the nose of the international community.”

ARTSAKH BLOCKADE RESOLUTION -

Text Link
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California Assembly Passes ANCA-Backed Resolution
Condemning Artsakh Blockade with Overwhelming
Support

The Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA)
California local chapters welcome the California State
Assembly’s passage of AJR 1 condemning Azerbaijan’s
blockade of Artsakh.

The resolution was passed with overwhelming bipartisan BLOCKADE 59-0
support, with 58 representatives joining as co-sponsors, AZ‘RHL?:":,:':.::;::i::,:':::?ram" =
and the final vote tally standing at 59 votes to 0. i 5:::::‘:’;:&',;5:::‘ 5

“The passage of AJR 1 is a powerful step towards self=determination

holding Azerbaijan accountable for its unabated J
aggression against the Armenians of Artsakh,” remarked
ANCA National Board Member Aida Dimejian. “We're
grateful to have worked closely with Assemblymember
Chris Holden and his colleagues on ensuring the timely
passage of this resolution, which calls on the U.S.
Government to take immediate action to pressure Azerbaijan to end its cruel and inhumane blockade of
Artsakh.”

The ANCA'’s California chapters worked closely with Assemblymember Chris Holden, who introduced the
resolution, in an effort to reaffirm California’s recognition of Artsakh’s right to self-determination, and urge the
Biden Administration to provide emergency humanitarian assistance to the Armenians of Artsakh. The
resolution also calls for the Biden Administration to hold Azerbaijan accountable for its aggression by enforcing
Section 907 restrictions on military aid to Baku.

CALIFORNIA ASSEMBLY PASSES _g';
ANCA-BACKED RESOLUTION iy
CONDEMNING ARTSAKH '

Text Link

European Parliament’s Committee on Foreign Affairs
adopts extensive report on Armenia

On 9 February the European Parliament (EP) Committee on
Foreign Affairs (AFET) adopted the report on EU-Armenia
relations 2021/2022, which underlines key points regarding
the relations of the European Union and Armenia in
accordance to EU-Armenia. The report also addresses the
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conflict in Nagorno Karabakh / Artsakh and the normalization
of relations between Armenia and Azerbaijan.

The EP Foreign Affairs Committee condemns the military
incursions by Azerbaijan into the sovereign territory of
Armenia since May 2021. Besides highlighting the Azerbaijani
violations of the interstate border and urging the return to
initial positions, the Committee confirms that the Azerbaijani
aggression of September 2022 was not related to the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

The report reaffirms that a comprehensive peace treaty
between Armenia and Azerbaijan must guarantee the integrity

Foreign Affairs committee of European
L e T Gty of the sovereign territory of Armenia, the rights and the

security of the Armenian population residing in Nagorno-
Karabakh.
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European Parliament calls on the EU Council to impose
sanctions on Azerbaijan, if it does not implement ICJ’s
order

On 15 March 2022 Plenary of the European Parliament
(EP) adopted the reports on EU- March Armenia and
EU-Azerbaijan relations 2021/2022.

The reports focus on key points regarding the relations
of the EU with Armenia and Azerbaijan, they also
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P ——— — A9-0037/2023 B, address the conflict in Nagorno Karabakh/ Artsakh and
the role of the European Union in promoting stability
and peace in the region.
Both reports reaffirm that a comprehensive peace
treaty between Armenia and Azerbaijan must
guarantee the integrity of the sovereign territory of
Armenia, the rights and the security of the Armenian
population residing in Nagorno-Karabakh. The EP
European Parliament calls on the EU Council to impose emphasizes that, the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict
sanctions on Azerbaijan, if it does not implement ICJ's order requires a comprehensive political settlement in
accordance with international law, including the
principles enshrined in the UN Charter, the 1975 OSCE Helsinki Final Act, in particular the three principles of
non-use of force, territorial integrity and self-determination, the OSCE Minsk Group’s 2009 Basic Principles.
The European Parliament welcomes the steps undertaken by the Armenian and Azerbaijani leaderships to
achieve lasting and sustainable peace in the region, however at the same time denounces the behavior of the
Azerbaijani leaders undermining these efforts, in particular through explicit threats of further attacks, frequent
border violations, territorial claims on so-called Western Azerbaijan, or the spread of hate speech against the
Armenian population, especially in education.
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Australian shadow Foreign Minister: Azerbaijan must
open the corridor and keep it open

Australia’s Shadow Foreign Affairs Minister, Senator the Hon. Simon
Birmingham has called on Azerbaijan to “open the corridor and keep
it open”, reported the Armenian National Committee of Australia
(ANC-AU).
The most recent sentiments shared by the Opposition’s foreign affairs
leader follow a statement provided to the ANC-AU in December 2022,
in which Senator Birmingham noted the Liberal and National
Australia’s Shadow Foreign Affairs Coalition’s acknowledgement of Azerbaijan’s responsibility to
LGB, Sl Hille e “guarantee the safe movement of civilians, vehicles and cargo in both
directions along the corridor” and called for the 2020 November
trilateral agreement to be respected.
This time, in response to ANC-AU First Responder Aris Bedrosian,
Senator Birmingham wrote: “This reflects the Coalition’s continued
strong support for a halt to actions that escalate the conflict in the
region, and are in line with my previous public call in September last year for an end to hostilities and targeting
of civilians, their homes and civilian infrastructure in Armenia.”
Senator Birmingham has pledged to pursue Azerbaijan’s blockade of the Republic of Artsakh and the
Australian Government’s response on the issue.

BREAKING

Text Link

Paul Fletcher MP calls on the Australian
Government to support Armenia and Artsakh
against Azerbaijani aggression

On Tuesday, 14th February 2023, the Hon. Paul Fletcher MP became
the third Federal Australian politician to rise in the first parliamentary
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sitting fortnight of 2023 to speak out against Azerbaijan’s illegal
aggressive tactics against the people of Artsakh and Armenia, reported
the Armenian National Committee of Australia (ANC-AU).

The Member for Bradfield, who was Australia’'s Communications
Minister in the previous parliamentary term, utilised a 90-second Private
Members Statement to highlight Azerbaijan’s “new wave of aggression,
cutting off the only land link between Artsakh and Armenia in an attempt

to subjugate the civilian population to a new form of psychological PAUL FLETCHER MP CALLS ON THE [Y[TYSIX]
terror” GOVERNMENT (¢}

LIEYUGI AGAINST AZERBAIJANI AGGRESSION

Text Link

Armenian National Committee of Australia conducts
meetings with candidates ahead of 2023 NSW elections

T -

LATEST a A - ! Members of the Armenian National Committee of Australia(ANC-AU)
" 3 I National Office have met with key candidates ahead of the 2023 New

South Wales State Elections, which will be held on Saturday, 25th

March 2023.

As the peak public affairs body of the Armenian-Australian

community, the ANC-AU is conducting these meetings in an effort to

advance relationships ahead of the next parliamentary term with the

Armenian National Committee of Australia

Conduots Meetings with Candidates Ahead In meetings with candidates, the ANC-AU covered global Armenian
[NR1112023 NSW Elections| issues, including ascertaining support for Federal recognition of the
Armenian, Assyrian and Greek Genocides, support for the rights to
self-determination for the Armenians of the Republic of Artsakh, and
the strengthening of bilateral relations between Armenia and New
South Wales.

New South Wales is home to the largest Armenian-Australian community, with a large concentration of
community organisations and structures, therefore, the meetings were also used as an opportunity to discuss
the unique local issues of concern for Armenians in Willoughby, Ryde, the Northern Beaches and Western
Sydney.

Text Link

NSW Liberal Coalition Pledges 100,000 Dollars for
Armenian-Australian Archives Project

The New South Wales Liberal and National Government has pledged
$100,000 to the Armenian-Australian community in support of the
establishment of the Armenian-Australian Archives Project, a
proposal by the Armenian National Committee of Australia in
partnership with Galstaun College.

With the New South Wales state election scheduled to take place on
Saturday 25th March 2023, the Armenian National Committee of

Australia (ANC-AU) National Office has conducted meetings with NSW Liberal Coalition LI CIRA (N for
. . . . . Armenian-Australian Archives Project Ahead
incumbents and candidates in Armenian-Australian populated of 2023 NSW Elections

electorates.

These meetings have helped secure widespread support for Federal
Government recognition of the Armenian Genocide, the right to self-
determination of the people of Artsakh and support for the Armenian-
Australian community organisations and structures, including this
special funding commitment to bring to life the Armenian-Australian Archives Project.

Text Link

Armenian National Committee of Australia Visits

aim of ensuring greater representation of Armenian-Australian issues.
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Victorian State Parliament

The Armenian National Committee of Australia (ANC-AU) National
Office followed up trips to Canberra and Brisbane with two days of
advocacy in the Victorian State Parliament.

Following the inaugural Joint Justice Initiative Advocacy Week
launched on Monday 20th February 2023, the ANC-AU National
Office ventured to Melbourne, and bolstered by local branch member,
Jessica Cinar, represented issues of importance to Armenian-
Australians to state parliamentarians. ‘
The Armenian-Australian peak public affairs body was also joined by Armenian National Committee of Australia

e

leaders of the Assyrian-Australian and Greek-Australian communities vimtelYietorian State Parliament

in Victoria, and met with representatives from the Victorian Labor
Party, the Victorian Liberal Party and the Victorian Greens.

The ANC-AU met with James Newbury — Member for Brighton, Meng
Tak — Member for Clarinda, Jess Wilson — Member for Kew, Chris
Crewther — Member for Mornington, Ann-Marie Hermans — Liberal Member of the Legislative Council, Michael
Galea — Labor Member of the Legislative Council, Sonja Terpstre — Labor Member of the Legislative Council,
Nick McGown — Liberal Member of the Legislative Council and Samantha Rathnam — Leader of the Victorian
Greens and Member of the Legislative Council.

The delegation congratulated all newly elected and re-elected parliamentarians on their success at the 2022 : ol
Victorian state election and discussed ways to advance Armenian-Australian issues of concern to the local ; A } i
community. 3
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