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Senate Chairmen Menendez and Reed Press Biden
Administration to Break Azerbaijan’s Blockade; Ship
Emergency Aid to Artsakh

LR ATV E AR ARO[l Senators Bob Menendez (D-NJ) and Jack Reed (D-RI)

— the powerful chairs of the Senate Foreign Relations

3 ‘ The U.S. . Committee and the Armed Services committees,
~ .+ "must hold - respectively — today called on the Biden Administration
Azerbaljan - b to send emergency assistance to Artsakh (Nagorno

Karabakh) and increase pressure on Azerbaijan to lift
its month-long blockade of 120,000 Armenians living
e A oWl there, in their indigenous homeland, reported the
FOREIGN ST O LUGEEIEEN  Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA).
AN EA U R G / B LU E K An E “We welcome today’s stand by Chairmen Menendez
and Reed, and join them in calling on the Biden-Harris
Administration to start actually imposing concrete costs
on a country that is so openly and aggressively hell-bent on ethnically-cleansing Artsakh of its indigenous

Armenian population,” said ANCA Executive Director Aram Hamparian. “Stopping Azerbaijan’s blockade needs
to start with cutting off U.S. military aid to its corrupt and racist Aliyev regime.”

to account."
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Armenian Caucus Leaders Urge Biden Administration to
Consider Emergency Airlift; Azerbaijan Sanctions to
End Artsakh Blockade

As Azerbaijan’s blockade of Artsakh entered its 38th e i
ARTSAKH IN BRISIS day, Congressional Armenian Caucus leaders urged . e
Biden Administration officials to “use maximum pressure : =
on Azerbaijani President llham Aliyev” to lift the Artsakh R B
blockade “before the current humanitarian crisis
becomes catastrophic,” reported the Armenian National
Committee of America (ANCA).
"If the U.S. and our international partners fail to act “Azerbaijan has shown time and again that statements
immediately, there is no doubt that President Aliyev of condemnation are insufficient to deter the genocidal F g
W|Il_cont|nue A esf:alate his t!eadly aggr::ssmns Aliyev regime,” stated ANCA Executive Director Aram i
against the Armenian people in Artsakh. o "
-- Congressional Armenian Caucus leaders | 1/18/23 Hamparla}n. AS the Armemar? Caucus .Ieaders Stated’
k vAv§ nggd m.aX|mum p.ressu_re by Fhe Bldel?. .
ministration — starting with cutting all military aid to
Azerbaijan, sanctioning Azerbaijani leaders for ongoing
war crimes, and an immediate humanitarian airlift to save the people of Artsakh.”
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Over 250,000 ANCA Messages Sent Demanding Biden
Administration and Congress Break Azerbaijan’s s
Blockade of Artsakh

Over 250,000 individual messages have been sent via

the Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA) ANCA Rapid Responders Send

Rapid Responder system to President Biden, Vice- L
President Kamala Harris, USAID Administrator A e oy
Samantha Power, and the bipartisan leadership of the 250.000+ . : s
U.S. Senate and House over the past week, all ; 3

demanding U.S. leadership in breaking Azerbaijan’s wmsts

blockade of Artsakh.

“Our day-to-day advocacy with Congress and the 3 sa :

Administration is immeasurably strengthened by the MSt Azerbauan S

steady stream of tens of thousands of emails, calls, and Artsakh Blockade ; _
tweets into Washington, DC policymakers,” said ANCA : i
Executive Director Aram Hamparian. “If you’re not k H )

already signed up as an ANCA Rapid Responder, be

sure to register today at www.anca.org/Rapid.”

Over 50,000 Armenian and allied Americans, from all 50 U.S. states, have signed up as Rapid Responders,
authorizing the ANCA to send timely advocacy messages on their behalf. During Azerbaijan’s devastating
blockade of Artsakh, these messages have prioritized the following ANCA policy requests of the U.S.
government:

— Break Azerbaijan’s blockade of Artsakh

— Stop all U.S. military aid to Azerbaijan

— Send U.S. humanitarian aid to Artsakh

— Sanction Azerbaijani war criminals

ANCA California Leaders Brief Rep. Katie Porter on


https://www.ancnews.info/%d5%ac%d5%b8%d6%82%d6%80%d5%a5%d6%80/%d5%bd%d5%a5%d5%b6%d5%a1%d5%bf%d5%b8%d6%80%d5%b6%d5%a5%d6%80%d5%a8-%d5%a4%d5%ab%d5%b4%d5%a5%d5%ac-%d5%a5%d5%b6-%d5%a2%d5%a1%d5%b5%d5%a4%d5%a5%d5%b6%d5%ab-%d5%be%d5%a1%d6%80%d5%b9%d5%a1%d5%af%d5%a1/
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Azerbaijan’s Artsakh Blockade; Demand Immediate US
Action e

The need to hold Azerbaijan accountable for its 40-day

"The Biden Administration must take .
blockade of the Republic of Artsakh, and ensure the

action to hold Azerbaijan accountable

for its assault on Artsakh—and provision of U.S. humanitarian assistance to its besieged o
provide necessary humanitarian population were discussed during an hour-long meeting i
assistance to the population of with Congresswoman Katie Porter (D-Irvine) in a

Artsakh to prevent further human California state-wide ANCA meeting hosted by ANCA
tragedy. | have called for the U.S. to

= ; » Orange County, with the participation of the Armenian
end military assistance to Azerbaijan, ) )
and | will continue to be an ally to the National Committee of Artsakh (ANC-Artsakh) and
Armenian-American community in its ANCA National Board members and staff.

calls for justice and freedom." The meeting served as an opportunity to brief
Rep. Katie Porter (D-Irvine) C(')r?gr.esswoman Porter on the unfolding huma.nltarlan : -
Comments to the ANCA on Azerbaijan's Blockade of Artsakh | 1/20/23 crisis in Artsakh, and the urgent need for the Biden T
Administration to sanction Azerbaijan for its brazen actof | . %

aggression, starting with cutting all military aid to the
genocidal Aliyev regime. ANCA California leaders also called for an emergency U.S. aid airlift to Artsakh and to
prepare wide-scale humanitarian assistance in Armenia for transport once the road to Artsakh is opened.
“| stand with the Armenian-American community in condemning Azerbaijan’s cruel and inhumane blockade of
Artsakh,” said Congresswoman Katie Porter. “The Biden Administration must take action to hold Azerbaijan
accountable for its assault on Artsakh—and provide necessary humanitarian assistance to the population of
Artsakh to prevent further human tragedy. | have called for the U.S. to end military assistance to Azerbaijan,
and | will continue to be an ally to the Armenian-American community in its calls for justice and freedom.”
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Anti-Blockade Resolution Set for U.S. House FERG D
Introduction : B
Congressional Armenian Caucus Co-Chairs Frank h |

Pallone (D-NJ), Gus Bilirakis (R-FL), Adam Schiff (D- (\ (‘ AKH el Ty TR
CA), and David Valadao (R-CA).joined today with senior J QVE AR o ; Y
House Foreign Affairs Committee member Brad A s
Sherman (D-CA) in rolling out new bi-partisan legislation
— supported by the Armenian National Committee of
America (ANCA) — aimed at breaking Azerbaijan’s brutal
45-day blockade of 120,000 indigenous Christian
Armenians living in Artsakh (Nagorno Karabakh).
“Armenian and allied Americans welcome news of a
targeted anti-blockade resolution, and are already hard
at work alongside our local chapters, activists, and
coalition partners in Congressional Districts across the k

country building bipartisan consensus around urgent

enforcement of concrete costs on Azerbaijan for ethnic-cleansing Armenians,” said ANCA Executive Director
Aram Hamparian. “Join our grassroots movement now, by taking action at anca.org/resolution.”

ASK YOUR U.S. REPRESENTATIVE TO
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ANCA Joins Congressional Leaders; Coalition Partners
at Capitol Hill Press Conference Condemning
Azerbaijan’s Blockade of Artsakh

Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA) was joined by
Congressional Armenian Caucus Co-Chair David
Valadao (R-CA), House Appropriations Foreign
Operations Subcommittee Ranking member Barbara Lee
(D-CA), and Representatives Judy Chu (D-CA), Lou
Correa (D-CA), Jim Costa (D-CA), and Nicole Malliotakis
(R-NY) in calling on the Biden Administration to stop
U.S. military aid to Azerbaijan and send emergency aid
to Artsakh in response to the devastating humanitarian
crisis in Artsakh caused by Azerbaijan’s blockade of the
Lachin Corridor, reported the Armenian National
Committee of America (a leading partner in the broad-
based Save Karabakh coalition).

The Capitol Hill press conference, held in the Press
Triangle at the foot of the U.S. Capitol Building, featured the participation of former U.S. Ambassador for
Religious Freedom, Senator Sam Brownback, Artsakh Representative to the U.S. Robert Avetisyan, and
representatives of the Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA) and a diverse group of non-
government organizations led by the Anglican Office of International and Government Affairs, Christian
Solidarity International, the Baroness Caroline Cox of Queensbury and founder of the Humanitarian Aid Relief
Trust (HART), the Vulnerable Peoples Project, and supported by the Genocide Watch, Hellenic American
Leadership Council, and In Defense of Christians, who announced the launch of the Save Karabakh
Coalition. The press conference was moderated by Reverend Canon Justin Murff, Executive Director of the
Anglican Office for Government and International Affairs.
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Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs of the Canadian
parliament adopts motion for meetings on Artsakh
Blockage
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n an unprecedented move, the The Standing
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the Canadian
parliament unanimously adopted a motion, calling for a
maximum of three meetings on the blockage of the
Lachin Corridor and to hear directly from Artsakh State
representatives, The Armenian National Committee of
Canada reports.

This is a historic move that will officially give an
opportunity to representatives of the Republic of
Artsakh to speak in front of the Canadian Parliament.
The motion reads as follows; “That, pursuant to
standing order 108(2) the Committee undertakes to hold a maximum of three meetings to study the present
situation of the blockage of the Lachin Corridor, de facto isolating the Nagorno-Karabakh region; that the
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Canada, the Ambassador of Armenia, the chargé d’affaires a.i. of Azerbaijan,
representatives of the two communities in Canada, the Permanent Representative of the Nagorno-Karabakh
Republic to the United States and Canada and Gegham Stepanyan, the Nagorno-Karabakh Human Rights
Defender be invited to testify by Friday, February 3, 2023; that the testimony and materials gathered by the
community at these meetings be taken into consideration in the study of the security of the Azerbaijan Armenia
borders and that deadline to submit additional witnesses to the clerk be at noon, on Friday, January 20.”
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ANCC Statement on the Foreign Affairs Committee
Hearing on Artsakh’s Blockade

On January 25, 2023, the House of Commons Standing Committee
on Foreign Affairs and International Development convened two

separate meetings on Azerbaijan’s ongoing blockade of Artsakh. ANCC STATEMENT

The meetings were organized following last week’s unanimous . :
passage of a motion presented to the committee by Bloc Quebecois’ Onthe FOre'gn Affalrs
Shadow Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Stéphane Bergeron, which Committee Hearing
called for a maximum of three meetings, during which the committee Dedicated to the Ongoing
would have the opportunity to hear from witnesses representing the Blockade of Artsakh

Republic of Artsakh, as well as experts and community
representatives.

This was a historic achievement, considering that for the first time, it
provided an opportunity for Artsakh state representatives to appear in
front of the Canadian Parliament and make the case for the 120,000
besieged Armenians of Artsakh and their struggle to live as they
choose.

During the first meeting, ANCC’s Co-President Shahen Mirakian appeared alongside Dr. Taline Papazian
(Lecturer at Sciences Po, Ecole de I'Air), Robert Avetisyan (Republic of Artsakh’s Permanent Representative to
the US & Canada) and Gegham Stepanyan (Human Rights Defender of the Republic of Artsakh). During his
testimony, Mirakian provided the committee with a comprehensive understanding of where Armenian
Canadians stand on this issue, emphasizing the need for Canada to use its considerable international influence
and pressure Azerbaijan to end its genocidal blockade of Artsakh and deter Baku'’s ethnic cleansing campaign
in the region. Dr. Papazian provided testimony related to the geopolitical context of the ongoing situation and
offered recommendations on how Canada can help end the latest humanitarian catastrophe orchestrated by
Azerbaijan.
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Willoughby and Ryde City Council Mayors Urge Foreign
Minister to Call on Azerbaijan to Open the Berdzor
(Lachin) Corridor

Mayor Tanya Taylor of the Willoughby City Council and Mayor Sarkis
Yedelian of the City of Ryde Council recently added to calls for
Australia’s Foreign Affairs Minister, Senator the Hon. Penny Wong to :
immediately demand Azerbaijan opens the Berdzor (Lachin) ' =
humanitarian corridor, reported the Armenian National Committee of
Australia (ANC-AU).
Both Taylor and Yedelian, who are members of the Australian Friends
| Willoughby ELEIRyde[<RRL L IMayors| of Artsakh network, appealed to the Foreign Affairs Minister of
SR A bl Australia following an appeal by the ANC-AU in response

Azerbaijan’s illegal and inhumane siege of the Republic of Artsakh, ¥
which commenced on 12th December, 2022. - ,"
In her letter to the Foreign Minister, Mayor Taylor reaffirmed the B g
Willoughby City Council’s support for the people of Artsakh and their SR b_.*‘r:":-' i
rights to self-determination, endorsing the most recent resolution BN
passed by her municipality on 22nd August 2022, which was moved by Armenian-Australian councillor Sarkis
Mouradian.
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Highlights from the Debate at Westminster Hall on .. s
Lachin Corridor Blockade. ANC-UK e e

Azerbaijan after it invaded the territory of Nagorno-Karabakh, and it
is now clearly intent on waging illegal, immoral and inhumane
suffering on the Armenian population of this troubled corner of south-
east Europe that borders Asia.

So caption : Tim Loughton in his speech during the Debate on
Lachin Corridor Blockade said:

Another: The OSCE Minsk Group, co-chaired by France, Russia and R

the United States, has been routinely obstructed by the Azeris e ¢ S s

Tim Loughton: Highlights rl'om the Debate B
at Westminster Hall on L AR

the Azeris invaded, terrorised and occupied large parts of Nagorno-
Karabakh, leaving an effective island of Armenian-populated territory Lachin Corridor Blockade
linked to Armenia only by a narrow strip of territory known as Lachin g = '
corridor. It is literally a lifeline—it is known as the road of life.

The remainder of Nagorno-Karabakh was left isolated and
surrounded on four sides by a deeply xenophobic state with a clear intent to eradicate or expel the population.
These are snap shots of important sentences from Tim Loughton’s 30 minute speech

Those of us in the delegation | mentioned met refugees from Nagorno-Karabakh. We went down to the border
town of Goris. Many came across from Nagorno-Karabakh to meet us, because we were not allowed to go into
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Nagorno-Karabakh. They gave us their first-hand testimonies of the appalling oppression that they had been
suffering, and of course things have got so much worse since the blockade of the Lachin corridor.
Tim Loughton:
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